
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 17, 2023 



Celebration  
of the Eucharist 

 

Saturday 
5:00pm Vigil Mass 

 
 

Sunday 
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 
5:00pm (Spanish Mass) 

 
Daily Mass  
8:00am Monday through Friday 
The Rosary is recited immediately after daily Mass 
 
Holy Days   
Vigil @ 7:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
Day @ 8:00am, 12:00pm, & 7:00pm 
 

First Saturday Mass  9:00am 
Rosary starts at 8:45am 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
FIRST FRIDAYS of each month following the 
8:00am Mass and LAST MONDAYS of each month 
at 7:00pm in the Church 
 
Confessions 
Every Saturday 4:00pm to 4:45pm 

STAFF 
Rev. Kenneth Grooms, Pastor 

 
Deacon Joseph Byrne 

Deacon Mark Herrmann 
 

Shawn Pinson, Sacristan 
Bobby Peterson, Music Director 

Donna Cosme, Director of  Religious Education 
Anne Dean, Assistant to Director of Religious Ed 

Linda Geoghan, Parish Secretary 
Deacon Ed Karan, Facilities Manager 
Victor Nicotra, Maintenance Assistant 

Lyubov Pechenyuk, Rectory Cook 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9:00am to 5:00pm 
CLOSED Friday, Saturday, Sunday, & Holidays 

 
 

Parish Office              631-288-1423 
    Fax 631-288-5498 
         parishoffice@iccwhb.org 
 
Religious Education    631-288-4188 
    Fax 631-288-8215 
           religioused@iccwhb.org 
 
Queen of Apostles, Regional School     631-878-1033 

 

 
 

 



MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday December 16 
5:00pm Anthony “AJ” Sessa (Fr. Michael) 
Sunday December 17 
8:00am Bob DeYoung (Fr. Peter) 
9:30am Joseph & Celia Maturando (Fr. Ken) 
11:00am Christine Ferris, Gloria & George  
  Ostensen (Fr. Ken) 
5:00pm Isabel Herrera (Fr. Mike) 

Monday December 18 
8:00am (Guild Mass) Poor Souls in Purgatory  
  (Fr. Ken) 
Tuesday December 19 
8:00am C.J. Fenton (Fr. Ken) 

Wednesday December 20 
8:00am Michael Carnevale (Fr. Ken) 
Thursday December 21 
8:00am Anthony Mirro (Fr. Peter) 

Friday  December 22 
8:00am Alyson Mead (Fr. Ken) 

Saturday December 23 
4:00pm Confessions (Fr. Peter) 
5:00pm Robert DeYoung (Fr. Peter) 
Sunday December 24 
8:00am Thomas Coundit (Fr. Peter) 
9:30am Joseph & Celia Maturando (Fr. Ken) 

11:00am Joseph Attonito (Fr. Michael) 
4:00pm (PC) Carl Johnson (Fr. Ken) 
4:00pm (C) Bill Rowker (Fr. Michael) 

6:00pm Kathleen Tolan (Fr. Peter) 
8:00pm (Spanish) People of the Parish (Fr. Mike)

12:00am Peter Gambino (Fr. Ken) 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

DATE COLLECTION AMOUNT 

12/08/2023 Immaculate Conception $1,750.00 

12/10/2023 Weekly Collection $5,188.00 

12/10/2023 Religious Retirement $1,985.00 

12/11/2022 Weekly Collection $6,340.50  

Thank you for your continuous support!  

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Monday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;  
Mt 1:18-25 

Tuesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; 
Lk 1:5-25 

Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6;  
Lk 1:26-38 

Thursday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3,  
11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 

Friday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;  
Lk 1:46-56 

Saturday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; 
Lk 1:57-66 

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; 
Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading: As a garden makes its growth spring 
up, so will God make justice spring up before all the 
nations (Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11). 
Psalm: My soul rejoices in my God  
(Luke 1:46-50, 53-54). 

Second Reading: Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 
despise prophetic utterances. Test everything; retain 
what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24). 
Gospel: I am the voice of one crying out in the 
desert, make straight the way of the Lord  
(John 1:6-8, 19-28). 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Blythe Fickenwirth, Joe Giglia, Patricia Gillin,  
Theresa Heffernan, Gina Hil, Elizabeth Kotz,  

Daisy Helen O’Neill, Paul Ramondetta,  
& Kendra Seth 

 

*Please call the Parish Office (631-288-1423) to add a name 
to the sick list.  This list will be cleared bi-monthly. 

eGiving makes it easy to give, anytime, anywhere.  To 
continue lifesaving ministries and outreach in our parish 
community, we depend on generous online donations 
from our church family.  We prayerfully invite you to use 
eGiving from your computer, smartphone, or tablet to set 
up a recurring donation or make a one-time gift. 

 
FAITH DIRECT 

Enrolling with Faith Direct will provide Immaculate 
Conception with consistent support and simplify your 
giving without the use of envelopes.  Visit:  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY66 
Thank you for your continued support! 

eGIVING OPPORTUNITIES CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

The 2024 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
The 2024 Catholic Ministries Appeal is on-going in our 
parish and in parishes across the Diocese.  Please give 
prayerful consideration to help fund the essential 
ministries and services supported by this appeal.   
 

Goal     $ 62,100.00 
Total Pledged    $ 40,950.00 
Payments Received   $ 40,676.00 

 

Donors:   100   

 

The parish will receive 20% of the goal once all pledged 
payments are received.  The parish will receive an 
additional 80% of monies pledged & received over goal.   

PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Balbina Stacia Flynn 

https://membership


FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear ICC Family, 
 
Thanks to your generosity and the hard work 
of the Knights of Columbus, Fr. Slomski 
Council, we blessed our new Nativity last 
Sunday.  I didn’t even need to use holy water 

because the Lord himself provided plenty of 
water from the sky!  Our original goal was to 
buy one Nativity, but because of the 
generosity of such kind parishioners & 
friends, we were able to buy two … a large 

one for the Church and a smaller one for the 
Parish Center.  Thank you to John Chiarelli of 
Chiarelli’s Religious Goods in New Hyde 
Park who always gives us a nice discount!  

In addition to our Nativity, we lit up the 
Christmas Tree in between the Rectory and 
the Church, after the 7:00pm Mass on 

December 8th, the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, our parish feast day!  Only a few 
people were there because most didn’t know 
about it.  Next year we will give everyone 
plenty of notice as I would like this to be a 

new tradition here!  That tree was the first 
thing I noticed when I drove up to the Church 
for the first time back in June and I thought, 
“Wow! What a perfect Christmas tree!”  Fast 
forward to a couple of weeks ago, and I asked 

Shawn, our sacristan, when we normally light 
up the tree.  He told me we never did it 
before!  I couldn’t believe it!  It’s so perfect, I 
just assumed it was lit each year.  I guess what 

they say, “Don’t assume” is true! 
 
Merry Christmas & God’s blessings! 
 
  Fr. Ken 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious Education Office Hours are: 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday  

9am to 5pm 
631-288-4188 

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR DECEMBER 
December 18th through January 1st  -  NO CLASSES 

Please remember all students are required to attend at least one Advent Mass. 
Mass attendance cards are located in the back of the church for children to fill out. 

WEATHER REMINDER: 
For weather related cancellations, all parents and volunteers will receive notification through 
“Remind” text message. Also, the notice will be on the local TV – channel 12. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 2023 
 
On Monday, December 4th, some of our students participated in the Annual Christmas Pageant. 
What a wonderful evening this was, as the children brought to life the Nativity of our Lord 

through song.  Thank you to Father Ken, Deacon Mark, Cathy Glover, Kathy Walsh, Bobby 
Peterson, and Victor Nicotra who made this possible. 



PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
Canned fruit, Toiletries (shampoo & soap), 

Juice Boxes, Rice, Beans, Cereal, Pasta, Tuna, 
Peanut Butter, Jelly, Canned Vegetables  

(all varieties) 

Tuesdays at 2pm in the Parish Center 
Try this spiritual practice, it will surprise you! 

(masks encouraged) 

MEDITATION 
with Deacon Joe 

Altar Bread & Wine last week 
were in loving memory of 

Antonetta & Francesco Morrone 
 
To arrange one of these in loving memory of or for the 
intentions of your loved one, please contact the Parish Office at 
631-288-1423. 
 

Available Dates: 
Altar Bread/Wine: December 25, January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Altar Flowers: January 14, 21, 28, February 4, 11 
Sanctuary Lamp: January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, February 5, 12, 19 

SACRAMENTALS 

There is a great power in prayer.  It is our lifeline to 
God.  Through it we communicate with God, and 
people are strengthened, helped, and made whole. 

 

Do you know of some concern, or of some person 
with a special need for whom we ought to pray?  We 
have 29 prayer warriors praying, please call Charles 
Schmidt at 631-288-4243 and leave a message with 
your prayer request. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Ethan Bentley (Navy) 
Lt. Cameron Worden 

Lt. Col. William Robesch 
 

Please contact the Rectory @631-288-1423 to add a loved one to the military list 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

Living Stewardship  
As Christmas approaches, do not become 
stressed out with shopping, cooking and 
preparing—rejoice in God’s love for us 
and deepen your prayer life.   

 
Bulletin Reflection  

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all 
circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God 
for you in Christ Jesus.”  

REFLECTIONS 

Stop & Shop has selected the Church of the 

Immaculate Conception Food Pantry as the January 

2024 Nonprofit Partner for the Bloomin' 4 Good 

Program at: 194 West Montauk Highway, Hampton 

Bays.  This means for every specially marked $10.99 

Bloomin' 4 Good bouquet sold at this location during 

January 2024, Stop & Shop will donate $1 to our 

Food Pantry.  Please remember the needs of the 

community when thinking of your floral needs this 

January! 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Third Sunday of Advent 
Thursday: St. Peter Canisius; Winter begins 
Saturday: St. John of Kanty 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

How can I recognize and then bear witness to 
the light that comes from God? 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

When the reign of God comes to its fulfillment, 
justice and peace will spring up before all the nations. 

This eucharistic meal gives us a foretaste of that life 
to come. Let us raise our voices in joyful expectation, 
giving thanks for all God has accomplished in Christ. 

You can access the  
ADVENT MISSION video recordings at: 

https://iccwhb.org/2023/12/playlist-advent-mission/ 

https://iccwhb.org/2023/12/playlist-advent-mission/


PENANCE SERVICE 
with individual Confession 

Monday, December 18th at 7:00pm in the Church 



CHRISTMAS 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS 
Please return your Christmas Flower Donation 
envelope no later than Sunday, December 17th and the 
names will be printed in the December 24th bulletin.  

All names received after December 17th will be 
printed in later bulletins.  Please call the Parish Office 
with any questions. 

A Lector is needed for the 

Midnight Mass 
on Sunday, December 24th. 

Please contact the Parish Office if you can help! 

ATTENTION LECTORS 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Penance Service 

Monday, December 18th 
7:00pm  

 
Saturday, December 23

rd
 

12:00pm – 1:00pm 
or by appointment 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

Sunday, December 24th 
4:00pm (Church) 

4:00pm (Parish Center) 
6:00pm 

8:00pm (Spanish) 
12:00am Mass at Midnight 

 
Don’t forget your Sunday obligation is separate from 

your Christmas obligation.  The Sunday Mass 
schedule for the weekend of December 24th is  

5:00pm on Saturday, 8:00am, 9:30am, & 11:00am  
on Sunday. 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

Monday, December 25th 
9:30am 
11:00am 
12:30pm 

 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Monday, January 1

st
 

8:00am 
12:00pm 

(NOT a Holy Day of Obligation this year) 

The Knights of Columbus,  
Fr. Joseph Slomski Council,  

are here selling  
Christmas Wreaths and 

Cemetery Pillows  
after every Mass.  

Thank you for your support! 







WHAT’S GOING ON 

TEDDY’S CORNER 

"TWO GOOD BOYS" 
 

This photo of altar 
server Logan Rice 
was taken by his 
mom, Rene Hill.  
Logan did a great job 
ringing the bells and 
became instant 
friends with Teddy 
who was very well 
behaved in church! 

CORRECTION 
The correct information for Fr. Richard is: 

 
Rev. Richard P. Hoerning 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Rectory 
100 Reeve Avenue 

Mattituck, NY 11952-3539 
rph11944@gmail.com (e-mail) 

rph11978.com (website) 

PROPER UNDERTAKING 
Never undertake anything  

for which you wouldn’t have the courage  
to ask the blessings of heaven. 

—Georg C. Lichtenberg 

mailto:rph11944@gmail.com
https://www.rph11978.com/

