
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
February 25, 2024 



Celebration  
of the Eucharist 

 

Saturday 
5:00pm Vigil Mass 

 
 

Sunday 
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 
6:00pm (Spanish Mass) 

 
Daily Mass  
8:00am Monday through Friday 
The Rosary is recited immediately after daily Mass 
 
Holy Days   
Vigil @ 7:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
Day @ 8:00am, 12:00pm, & 7:00pm 
 

First Saturday Mass  9:00am 
Rosary starts at 8:45am 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
FIRST FRIDAYS of each month following the 
8:00am Mass and LAST MONDAYS of each month 
at 7:00pm in the Church.   
 
Confessions 
Every Saturday 4:00pm to 4:45pm 

STAFF 
Rev. Kenneth Grooms, Pastor 

 
Deacon Joseph Byrne 

Deacon Mark Herrmann 
 

Shawn Pinson, Sacristan 
Bobby Peterson, Music Director 

Donna Cosme, Director of Religious Education 
Anne Dean, Assistant to Director of Religious Ed 

Linda Geoghan, Parish Secretary 
Deacon Ed Karan, Facilities Manager 
Victor Nicotra, Maintenance Assistant 

Lyubov Pechenyuk, Rectory Cook 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9:00am to 5:00pm 
CLOSED Friday, Saturday, Sunday, & Holidays 

 
 

Parish Office              631-288-1423 
    Fax 631-288-5498 
         parishoffice@iccwhb.org 
 
Religious Education    631-288-4188 
    Fax 631-288-8215 
           religioused@iccwhb.org 
 
Queen of Apostles, Regional School     631-878-1033 

 

 
 

 



MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday February 24 
5:00pm Irene Barrow (Fr. Ken) 
Sunday February 25 
8:00am People of the Parish (Fr. Peter) 
9:30am Jim Canale (Fr. Roy) 
11:00am Kerwin Baker (Fr. Michael) 
6:00pm Poor Souls in Purgatory (Fr. Mike) 
Monday February 26 
8:00am Michael Merlo 

Tuesday February 27 
8:00am Catherine Albanese 

Wednesday February 28 
8:00am (Guild Mass) Francis & Jane Hone;  
 Kurt Mietnzer (Fr. Ken) 
Thursday February 29 
8:00am James Williams 

Friday  March 1 
8:00am Gasperino Marchello 

Saturday March 2 
9:00am Joseph Attonito 
4:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm Irene Barrow (Fr. Peter) 
Sunday March 3 
8:00am Deborah Schaefer (Fr. Michael) 
9:30am People of the Parish (Fr. Ken) 
11:00am Rose Loos (Fr. Ken) 
6:00pm Poor Souls in Purgatory (Fr. Mike) 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; 

Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;  

Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 

Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21; 
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;  
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17]; Ps 19:8-11;  
1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25 Alternate readings  

(Year A): Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; 
Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading: The sacrifice of Abraham, our father 
in faith (Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18). 
Psalm: I walk before the Lord, in the land of the 
living (Psalm 116). 
Second Reading: God did not spare his own Son 
(Romans 8:31b-34). 
Gospel: This is my beloved Son (Mark 9:2-10). 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Tyler Accardi, Karl B., Courtney Cosentino,  
Blythe Fickenwirth, Joe Giglia, Patricia Gillin,  
Mary Sipp Green, Theresa Heffernan, Gina Hil,  
Stephen Jensen, Elizabeth Kotz, John McAuley,  

Daisy Helen O’Neill, Alex Peplowski,  
Paul Ramondetta, John Ritter, Kendra Seth,  

& Ed Silvia 
Please call the Parish Office (631-288-1423) to add a name to the 

sick list.  This list will be cleared bi-monthly. 

eGiving makes it easy to give, anytime, anywhere.  To 
continue lifesaving ministries and outreach in our parish 
community, we depend on generous online donations 
from our church family.  We prayerfully invite you to use 
eGiving from your computer, smartphone, or tablet to set 
up a recurring donation or make a one-time gift. 

 
FAITH DIRECT 

Enrolling with Faith Direct will provide Immaculate 
Conception with consistent support and simplify your 
giving without the use of envelopes.  Visit:  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY66 
Thank you for your continued support! 

eGIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

The 2024 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
The 2024 Catholic Ministries Appeal is on-going in our 
parish and in parishes across the Diocese.  Please give 
prayerful consideration to help fund the essential 
ministries and services supported by this appeal.   
 

Goal     $ 62,100.00 
Total Pledged    $ 42,610.00 
Payments Received   $ 42,535.00 

 

Donors:   108   

 

The parish will receive 20% of the goal once all pledged 
payments are received.  The parish will receive an 
additional 80% of monies pledged & received over goal.   

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

DATE COLLECTION AMOUNT 

02/18/2024 Weekly Collection $6,126.00 

02/18/2024 Fuel Collection $1,428.00 

02/19/2023 Weekly Collection $4,763.00  

Thank you for your continuous support!  

PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Joan Eileen Zaleski 
Maria Szewc 

https://membership


FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

The Choir Loft! 
 

Dear ICC Family, 
 
Last weekend, the choir sounded amazing, partly because 
we now utilize the choir loft. Bobby Peterson, our Music 
Director, and Shawn Pinson, our Sacristan, spent days 
cleaning it out and bringing up all necessary equipment 
(keyboard, speakers, etc.). Every night, I saw one of their 
cars parked in the back parking lot and thought, “What’s 
Bobby doing here?” or “Why is Shawn here so late?” Now 
I know! They had, of course, told me what they were 
intending to do and got my permission. But I thought they 
were planning on having it ready for Easter. On Saturday 
morning, they brought an extension ladder into the church. 
I asked Shawn if they thought the choir loft would be 
ready by Easter. He said, “It’ll be ready tonight!” I 
couldn’t believe it. God bless these two wonderful men 
who love the music ministry so much that they ALWAYS go beyond! 
 
Speaking of wonderful musicians, I was blessed to be able to see one of our main Cantors, 
Laura Laureano, star in Evita at CM Performing Arts Center in Oakdale last weekend. She 
was AMAZING! Laura was non-stop dancing, singing, and acting for two hours. What talent 
some people have! Laura, in case you were unaware, is Bobby’s fiancée. What a wonderful 
couple they are! God bless them! 
 
God’s blessings to you all! 

 

  Fr. Ken 

P.S. Thank you all so much for answering my 
cry for help. I had 5 people come forward to  
pet-sit Teddy on my day off. This will be such 
a blessing because 
Teddy hates the car, and 
he never has a chance to 
interact with other 
dogs! He’s very social 
with people, as you can 
tell lol, but he’s just 
learning how to act with 
other dogs.   
 
God bless you! 



FROM DEACON JOE’S DESK ... 

Saint Peter at the Gates  
A Reflection by Deacon Joe Byrne 

 

We all know who guards the Pearly Gates, it’s Saint Peter. And as Joseph approached the 
Gates, Saint Peter did a strange thing, he closed them. Joseph had no idea what was going on 
and so he said, “Hay Pete, what’s up?” Now Saint Peter was no help at all, he just said, “Wait 
over there.” 
 
Joseph turned to take a look at where Peter was pointing and when he turned back Saint Peter 
was nowhere to be found. Now, the first thing that Joseph did was go and check those gates. 
They were locked. Then Joseph started to look around and he noticed as he looked from one 
thing to the next, he found it was always more beautiful than the last thing he looked at. He 
was thrilled. 
 
As Joseph is doing this, Saint Peter is looking for someone in heaven and when he spots the 
guy he is looking for, he goes up to him and whispers over his shoulder, “He’s at the gate.” 
With that, this guy takes off, like a bat out of hell, racing for the gate. Now Joseph is still 
admiring everything he can see but out of the corner of his eye, he notices this guy racing 
down the path. The first thought in his mind is, “If he slips, he is really going to hurt himself.” 
So Joseph goes to the middle of the path, plants his feet, raises his arms, starts waiving them, 
and shouts, “Slow down, the gate’s closed.” With that, this guy stops on a dime right in front 
of him, big smile on his face and says, “Joseph, I came to welcome you.” 
 
At the sound of his name Joseph knew exactly who this guy was, and he said, “O Jesus, I was 
hoping to bump into you up here. I have some questions for you.” Still smiling, Jesus said, “Ya 
Joseph, I know, let’s go sit under that tree that Peter likes so much, and talk about your life.” 
When Saint Peter got back to the gate, he can’t hear what they’re saying, but he knows when 
they hit the happy parts because he can see the smiles and the laughter. He knows when they 
hit the sad parts because he can see the tears and the sobs. He knows when they hit the really 
hilarious parts because he can see the belly laughs. 
 
And he knows when Joseph is asking those questions that he wants answers to because he 
could see Joseph resting his chin on his hand and the nodding of heads as questions were 
answered and explanations were given. It was a long and deep conversation. And when they 
were done, they got up and headed to the gate and Peter hears Jesus say, “Come on Joseph 
let’s check out your new digs and there are a lot of people up here waiting to wrap you in their 
love and welcome you.” 
 
The point of the reflection is that Joseph is alive in a new way in your heart, just as Jesus is. 
So, pray for him and pray to him. And Peace be with every one of you. 
 
This is a reflection I use at most Vigil Services and graveside committals that I preside at. Feel 
free to substitute the name of a loved one who has gone back home and is engaged in a deep 
conversation with Jesus.  



PARISH LENTEN MISSION 
THE JEWISH ROOTS OF: 

BAPTISM, PENANCE & EUCHARIST 
Monday, February 26th thru Wednesday, February 28th 

7:00pm in the Church 
 
Fr. Roy Tvrdik, S.M.M. will be with us at the Masses the weekend of  February 24/25 to invite us to our Parish 

Lenten Mission. We will grow in our love and appreciation of what Jesus has done for us when we discover 

the Jewish origins of these three sacraments.  Each evening will run about an hour long and a free-will 

donation will be taken at the end of each evening.  We hope you will consider spending this time to enrich 

your Lenten experience and prepare for Easter. 

PARISH 
LENTEN MISSION 

LENT 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Every Friday during Lent 

 

8:30am in the Church 
(Sign-up sheet in the Sacristy for those who would like to lead) 

Easter Flowers can be dedicated to or in memory of 
your loved ones.  Their names will be printed in the Easter 
bulletin if received by March 14th.  Those donations 
received after the 14th will be printed in future bulletins.  
A minimum suggested offering is $20.   
 

You may use the envelopes you received in the mail or use 
envelopes you may find in the lobby of the Church and 
you can place them either in the collection baskets during 
Mass or drop off at the Parish Office.  Thank you! 

EASTER FLOWERS & 
REMEMBRANCE ENVELOPES What better time to arrange a Sacramental 

Remembrance for Lent/Easter?  We have many 
available dates to arrange a remembrance of a loved 
one or in honor of those living.  To arrange one of 
these in loving memory of or for the intentions of 
your loved one, please visit the Parish Office. 
 

Available Dates: 
Altar Bread/Wine: March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Altar Flowers: April 21, 28, May 5, 12, 19, 26, June 2, 9, 16 
Sanctuary Lamp: March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

SACRAMENTALS 



CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 
(CMA) 

 
On Tuesday, February 20th a CMA letter was sent out asking you to join in Revitalizing Our Faith -- 
Renewed by the Eucharist.   The Eucharistic Revival has renewed our belief in the true presence of Jesus 
and reminds us that when we receive Jesus, we receive a true gift that nourishes and encourages us to 
imitate His love and compels us to do His work in the world.  The Appeal gives us a unique opportunity 
to give fervent public witness of our love of Christ through our acts of charity, touching the lives of 
thousands of people here on Long Island and to fulfill our Lenten call – to give alms to those in need.   
 
Your participation in the CMA serves others in our duty to evangelize and share the love of our faith by 
supporting the education of our seminarians, deacons, and lay leaders as they prepare to serve in our 
diocese and local parish communities.  You help us to bring faith to our young people in religious 
education and special retreats and those participating in Youth, Young Adult and Campus Ministry 
programs.  Your gifts continue the mission of serving those in need through our Parish Outreach 
Programs and Catholic Charities. 
 
Please give prayerful thought to your level of support to help fund the essential ministries and services 
supported by this Appeal, which serves more than 600,000 people in our community each year.   
  
Your support to the Appeal will help to ensure that our church will have a firm financial foundation. 
100% of every dollar raised is restricted to fund the objectives, programs, and mission supported 
by the Catholic Ministries Appeal.  

The second Sunday of Lent every year recalls the Transfiguration 
of the Lord. Since the fourth century, Mount Tabor has been the 
focus of devotion to this event. As mountains go, it is not 
particularly lofty, rising about fifteen hundred feet, within view of 
the Sea of Galilee and very close to Nazareth. Scripture doesn’t 
identify the mountain, but in the year 348 Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 
said he preferred Mount Tabor to Mount Hermon as the site of the 
Transfiguration, and his opinion won. It has long been a strategic 
military site, and ancient fortresses are visible on the heights. Over 
the centuries, churches and fortified monasteries rose on the 
mountaintop, only to be destroyed by various invaders. Six 

hundred years ago, local Christians started to decorate the ruins with flags and banners on the 
Feast of the Transfiguration. In 1631, the Sultan granted permission to the Franciscans to live on 
Mount Tabor, and they have been there ever since, discovering the ruins of an old Crusader 
church and constructing the present church on the site in 1924.  
  
The top of the mountain is divided into Greek Orthodox and Latin (that’s us) zones. At one time, 
tourists arrived on the summit by bus, but this is no longer permitted. Some ride bicycles up a 
challenging and winding path, while others take the four thousand three hundred steps constructed 
for Christian pilgrims in the fourth century. It’s hard to imagine the fishermen following Jesus up 
this craggy mountain without complaint. Visitors will sympathize with Peter’s plan to construct 
booths and stay put with Jesus, Moses, and Elijah for a while, enjoying the view, and planning the 
trip back down. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 



PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
We are in DIRE need of 

Rice and Macaroni & Cheese 
Canned fruit, Toiletries (shampoo & soap), 

Juice Boxes, Rice, Beans, Cereal, Pasta, Tuna, Peanut 
Butter, Jelly, Canned Vegetables (all varieties) 

Tuesdays at 2pm in the Parish Center 
Try this spiritual practice, it will surprise you! 

MEDITATION 
with Deacon Joe 

There is a great power in prayer.  It is our lifeline to 
God.  Through it we communicate with God, and 
people are strengthened, helped, and made whole. 

 

Do you know of some concern, or of some person 
with a special need for whom we ought to pray?  We 
have 29 prayer warriors praying, please call Charles 
Schmidt at 631-288-4243 and leave a message with 
your prayer request. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Ethan Bentley (Navy) 
Lt. Cameron Worden 

Lt. Matthew Worden (Navy) 
Lt. Col. William Robesch 

 

Please contact the Rectory @631-288-1423 to add a loved one to the military list 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

Living Stewardship  
We, too, are called to be at service to God- 
we can practice that by being at service to 
our neighbor. Is there anyone around you 
(family, friends, neighbors) who can use 
your assistance in something? Perhaps you can offer 
to take an elderly friend to Mass or to the grocery 
store (or even do their shopping for them). Perhaps 
you can just be an ear for someone who needs to talk.    

 
Bulletin Reflection  

In today’s First Reading, we hear about Abraham’s 
obedience to God. 

REFLECTIONS 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Second Sunday of Lent; Penitential Rite for 
Candidates for Full Communion 
Wednesday: Purim (Jewish observance) begins at 
sunset 
Friday: Abstinence; First Friday; World Day of 
Prayer 
Saturday: St. Katharine Drexel; First Saturday 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

How do I think God would want my life 
to be transfigured this Lent? Am I 
willing to say “hineni” to accept that 
change to my life? 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Once again, we are called to this table of reconciling 
love. May we be transformed into the presence of 

Christ for the life of the world. 

FROM THE SACRISTAN 

If you would like to be part of the Eucharistic 
procession for a specific Mass (date & time) there 
will be a sign-up sheet in the back of the Church.  
Then just prior to the Mass starting, please see an 
Usher and confirm your arrival.  You will then 
proceed to the rear of the Church at the offertory to 
bring up the gifts. 

IMPRESSION 
When we try to make an impression,  

that’s the impression we make. 
—Anonymous 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious Education Office Hours are: 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday  

9am to 3:30pm 
631-288-4188 

WEATHER REMINDER: 
For weather related cancellations, all parents and volunteers will 
receive notification through “Remind” text message. Also, the 

notice will be on the local TV – channel 12. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

March 3rd 
9:30am – Level 8 Mass – Church  



ADORATION 
Monday, February 26th 

Because of the Parish Lenten Mission,  
7:00pm evening Adoration is cancelled. 

TEDDY’S CORNER 

Victor, our Assistant 
Facilities Manager, gets 

his hugs in from our 
beloved Teddy! 

WORLDWIDE  
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

 
Learn how to listen better, communicate 
more, and love each other. Sign up for a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Experience. You will be glad you did! You can find 
one by looking up WWME.org. We’ll be in 
Huntington on June 21st – 23rd.  Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter sponsors a variety of in-person 
and virtual marriage experiences, some on weekends 
and some on seven weekdays. Couples explore their 
relationship with each other, God, and the Church.  
Registration is limited; there is a $100 application 
fee. For more information or to apply, call Kevin & 
Regina Hickson at 516-554-3835 or https://
wwmenyli.org/. 

https://wwmenyli.org/
https://wwmenyli.org/


WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
at Immaculate Conception Church 

Thursday mornings at Our Lady’s Hall 
First session is February 29th @ 9:30am 

All are Welcome! 
 

We gather at 9:30am for chat, coffee, and 
conversation.  Bible study begins promptly at 
10:00am.  Zoom is also available for those 
unable to attend in person. 
 
Share your Faith and Fellowship with other 

Ladies from the Parish while we learn more about “PETER: Keys to Following Jesus” [by Dr. 
Tim Gray, a highly respected Bible Scholar and Author] and Scripture from the Bible. 
 
Our Bible Study book features “the tumultuous and inspiring life of St. Peter from his ‘Yes” 
to Jesus’s call along the Shore of the Sea of Galilee, to his denial of Jesus, through his 
preaching of Jesus Christ, to his martyrdom in Rome.”   
      
Also included in this Bible Study book are prayers and meditations, along with fabulous 
colorful Religious artwork from Masters of the Renaissance and other time periods!   We also 
discuss the artwork and how the Church uses Religious Paintings and Art to teach and inspire. 
 

“PETER” BIBLE Study Guide is a keepsake! 
                                                                                  
We hope you will decide to join us on Thursdays for our ICC Women’s Bible Study.  It is a 
wonderful way to engage with amazing women who want to learn, discuss Scripture, share 
ideas, laugh, find comfort in shared life stories, and enhance your knowledge of CHRIST and 
ST. PETER, while nurturing your spirituality. 
 

Come enjoy a cup of Coffee, or Tea with us! 
All are Welcome! 

Invite a Friend!   We’d love to meet you! 
 

BIBLE Study Guides are available at the first meeting on February 29th 
  

NOTE:  To Register and Reserve a copy of the Bible Study Book, please email at: 
mtpilo.esq@gmail.com; frankiernan@gmail.com; or Kris0330@optonline.net 

 
        
 

"To fall in Love with GOD is the greatest Romance. 
To seek Him, the greatest Adventure. 

To find HIM the greatest human achievement." 
~ St. Augustine 

 

mailto:mtpilo.esq@gmail.com
mailto:frankiernan@gmail.com
mailto:Kris0330@optonline.net











