
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
February 9, 2025 

Church of the 
IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION 

P.O. Box 1227 
580 Main Street 

Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 

Website: iccwhb.org 
Parish email:  parishoffice@iccwhb.org 
FB:  www.facebook.com/iccwhb 
YouTube:  www.youtube.com/@iccwhb 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

 
Saturday 
5:00pm Vigil Mass 
 

Sunday 
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 
6:00pm (Spanish Mass) 

 
Daily Mass  
9:00am Monday through Thursday (January-March) 
12:00pm Friday 
The Rosary is recited immediately after daily Mass 
 
Holy Days   
Vigil @ 7:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
Day @ 8:00am, 12:00pm, & 7:00pm 
 
First Saturday Mass  9:00am 
Rosary starts at 8:45am 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
The FIRST FRIDAYS (Novena & silent adoration to 
Sacred Heart) of each month at 12:30pm and the 
LAST MONDAYS of each month at 7:00pm in the 
Church.   
 
Confessions 
Every Saturday 4:00pm to 4:45pm 

STAFF 
 

Rev. Kenneth Grooms, Pastor 
 

Deacon Joseph Byrne 
Deacon Mark Herrmann 

 
Shawn Pinson, Sacristan 

Bobby Peterson, Music Director 
Donna Cosme, Director of Religious Education 

Anne Dean, Assistant to Director of Religious Ed 
Linda Geoghan, Parish Secretary 

Juan Vicente, Maintenance Manager 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9:00am to 5:00pm 
CLOSED Friday, Saturday, Sunday, & Holidays 

 
 

 
Parish Office              631-288-1423 
    Fax 631-288-5498 
         parishoffice@iccwhb.org 
 
Religious Education    631-288-4188 
    Fax 631-288-8215 
           religioused@iccwhb.org 
 
Queen of Apostles, Regional School     631-878-1033 

 

 
 

 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
Beth Hard & Linda O’Brien 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Michael Berdinka, Tom Day, Lori Francescani, 

Lisa Guzman, Tara Hudson, Verna Merkel, 
& Amabilia Estrada Ruiz 

 

PARISH FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

 
 

Kevin Dwyer, Beth Hard, Daily Hill, 
Christine Lennon, Linda O’Brien, Scott O’Brien, 

Joe Sala, & Michael Strebel 



MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday February 8 
5:00pm Josephine Nobisso (Fr. Ken) 
Sunday February 9 
8:00am Marilou Graham (Msgr. Mirro) 
9:30am Alixandra M. Merkel (Fr. Ken) 
11:00am Living/Deceased Members of the  
  Fr. Slomski Council Knights of  
  Columbus (Fr. Ken) 
6:00pm The People of the Parish (Fr. Jorge) 
Monday February 10 
9:00am Robert E. Mims 

Tuesday February 11  
9:00am Angelo J. Santomassimo 

Wednesday February 12 
9:00am (Guild Mass) Elizabeth Griffin 
Thursday February 13 
9:00am Rosemary Scammell 
Friday  February 14 
12:00pm Kathy Greco 

Saturday February 15 
4:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm John Ansalone (Fr. Ken) 
Sunday February 16 
8:00am The People of the Parish (Msgr. Mirro) 
9:30am Karyn Brandel (Msgr. Mirro) 
11:00am Henry Patrick Arnold (Fr. Ken) 
6:00pm Poor Souls in Purgatory (Fr. Jorge) 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Monday: 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Ps 132:6-7, 8-10;  
Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; Ps 84:3-5, 10-11; 
Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17;  
2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 
Sunday: Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-15; Rom 10:8-13; 

Lk 4:1-13 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

The 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
The 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal is happening in our 
parish and in parishes across the Diocese.  Please give 
prayerful consideration to help fund the essential 
ministries and services supported by this appeal.   
 

Goal     $ 62,100.00 
Total Pledged    $ 0 
Payments Received   $ 0 

 

Donors:   0   % of Goal:  0% 

 

The parish will receive 20% of the goal once all pledged 
payments are received.  The parish will receive an 
additional 80% of monies pledged & received over goal.   

eGiving makes it easy to give, anytime, 
anywhere.  To continue lifesaving 
ministries and outreach in our parish 
community, we depend on generous online 
donations from our church family.  We 
prayerfully invite you to use eGiving from 
your computer, smartphone, or tablet to set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time gift. 

 

FAITH DIRECT 
Enrolling with Faith Direct will provide Immaculate 
Conception with consistent support and simplify your 
giving without the use of envelopes.  Visit:  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY66 

eGIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

MASS ATTENDANCE 
 

DATE 
 

5pm 
 

8am 
 

9:30am 
 

11am 
 

6pm 
 

TOTAL 

01/12/25 159 110 82 189 175 715 

01/19/25 93 142 152 111 205 703 

01/26/25 102 106 235 139 100 682 

02/02/25 109 119 83 126 100 537 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Kevin Chisholm, Alexa Dalton, Lisa Falcone,  
Blythe Fickenwirth, Catherine Heffernan,  

Richard Hewes, Michael Hubbard,  
Young Katie Kennedy, Rosanna, Daniel Standing,  

& Robbie Urban. 
 

Please call the Parish Office (631-288-1423) to add a name to the 
sick list.  This list will be cleared occasionally. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading: In a vision Isaiah is called to be a 
messenger for the Lord of hosts. Isaiah responds, 
“Send me!” (Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8) 
Psalm: In the sight of the angels I will sing your 
praises, Lord (Psalm 138). 
Second Reading: Paul reminds us of the gospel he 
preached through which we are saved, if we believe 
it (1 Corinthians 15:1-11 [3-8, 11]). 
Gospel: Jesus directs Simon to take his boat into 
deep water for a miraculous catch of fish. Simon and 
his partners leave all to follow Jesus (Luke 5:1-11).  

The weekly collection figures from February 2nd will 
be reflected in next week’s bulletin.  Thank you. 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

https://membership


FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Friends, 
 
A parishioner asked me if we could restart serving the Eucharist under both species (Bread and 
Wine). I consulted three pastor friends in the diocese who warned against it at this time, 
because there are too many viruses going around. Hopefully, in the future we will be able to 
restart serving both. 
 
In the meantime, please remember that the Eucharist is one. The Most Precious Blood is in the 
Most Holy Body of Christ. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and your patience, 
 
Fr. Ken 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

As the Roman Empire shattered and collapsed, the bishops were the people best 
equipped to catch the falling stones. In the West (that’s us), they sought to 
stabilize society by weaving a structure of laws and courts to uphold the rights 
and dignity of married couples in a chaotic world. The bishops in the East had a 
different approach, even allowing the dissolution of marriages in certain cases. 
To an extent, the bishops took a measure of control away from the fathers of 

families in order to provide pastoral care for those who suffered most in the social collapse: 
women and children. 
  
In the West, much of the marriage law was contained in the “penitential books” the bishops 
devised to regulate the lives of public sinners. In the seventh century, Theodore of 
Canterbury’s penitential book said that he had the power to give consent to remarriage in the 
case of a poor fellow whose wife had been carried off by the Vikings. If the Vikings 
subsequently brought her back, she could remarry, too! No bishop ever made peace with 
divorce, but there was never a time when the pastoral concern of the church was not 
struggling with how to care for people in unhappy situations. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! 
“Holy, holy, holy!” Ancient languages, like the Hebrew used in the 
scriptures, did not always have a way to express superlatives in one word. 
Isaiah could not say God was “holiest,” so he used the threefold repetition of 
the same word. This bit of scriptural minutiae about these “three little words” that we sing at 
every Mass serves as a reminder that answering God’s call has to be grounded in awareness 
of God’s holiness. In Isaiah and in the Gospel passage today, we hear accounts of the 
revelation of God’s power and might: the seraphim in the temple and the miraculous catch of 
fish. These are not wondrous revelations for their own sakes. They lead to a response in 
mission, Isaiah’s “Here I am, send me!” and the disciples’ leaving everything to follow Jesus. 
And so must our own “Holy, Holy, Holy!” lead us to Christ in the Eucharist every Sunday, 
and to a life following him day by day. 

SUNDAY’S COMMENTARY 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious Education Office Hours are: 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday  

9am to 5pm 
631-288-4188 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
FOR FEBRUARY 

 
February 17 - 19th 
School Winter Break -  NO CLASSES   
 

 
PUZZLE BOOK DRIVE 

Our Level 4 catechists have started a great service 
project for their Level 4 students to donate Puzzle 
Books for our Veterans. Our Level 4 catechists will 
deliver these puzzle books to the Veterans Home in 
Stony Brook for St. Valentine’s Day. This is a nice 
way to let our Veteran’s know they are loved and not 
forgotten.  
 
We would like to open up this puzzle book drive to 
all families to participate in. There is a free puzzle 
book that comes once a month in the Sunday 
Newsday and the local discount store has puzzle 
books for sale. LARGE PRINT are especially 
encouraged. 
 
We will have a collection box for the puzzle books in 
the hall by our classrooms. You can also drop them 
off in the Parish Center Office.  THANK YOU SO 
MUCH!  These will surely bring a smile to the Vets! 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
Toiletries (shampoo & soap), Juice Boxes, 
Cereal, Pasta, Tuna, Peanut Butter, Jelly, 
Hearty Soup, & Condiments. 

 
The Pantry is in NEED of: 

Canned Fruit, Juice, & Vegetables (all varieties), 
Rice, & Beans. 

Tuesdays at 2pm in the Parish Center 
Try this spiritual practice, it will surprise you! 

MEDITATION with Deacon Joe 

Ethan Bentley (Navy) 

Julia Blake (Navy) 

Joseph Ferraro III (Air Force) 
Thomas Hellman (USSF) 

Lt. Col. William Robesch 
RJ Ruggiero (Navy) 

Lt. Cameron Worden 
Lt. Matthew Worden (Navy) 

 

Please contact the Rectory @631-288-1423 to add a loved one to the military list 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time; World 
Marriage Day  
Monday: St. Scholastica 
Tuesday: Our Lady of Lourdes; World Day of the 
Sick 
Wednesday: Lincoln’s Birthday 
Friday: Sts. Cyril and Methodius 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

TEDDY’S CORNER 

Teddy misses the beach 
& the warmth!  Hold on, 
Teddy, it’s coming soon! 

PRAY FOR OUR NEWLY BAPTIZED 

Edgar Junior Ariza Cahueque 
John Wells Carey 

Jordan Luna Minero 
Amelia Christine Mah Nassauer 

Isla Ryan Schulz 
Reagan Hara Tuffy 

Henry Francis Urbank 
David Enrique Veliz Alvarado 
Katherine Sofia Veliz Alvarado 
Asher Daniel Xocoxic Tocay 

TESTED LIKE GOLD 
God wishes to test you like gold in the furnace.  

The dross is consumed by the fire,  
but the pure gold remains  
and its value increases. 

~ St. Jerome Emiliani 



There is a great power in prayer.  It is our lifeline to 
God.  Through it we communicate with God, and 
people are strengthened, helped, and made whole. 

 

Do you know of some concern, or of some person 
with a special need for whom we ought to pray?  We 
have 29 prayer warriors praying, please call Charles 
Schmidt at 631-288-4243 and leave a message with 
your prayer request. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The SANCTUARY LAMP,  
BREAD & WINE, ALTAR FLOWERS  

 
To arrange a sacramental in loving memory of or for 

the intentions of your loved one, please visit the 
Parish Office. 

 
Available Dates: 

Sanctuary Lamp: February 17, 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Bread & Wine:  February 17, 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31  

Altar Flowers: February 16, 23, March 2 
 

Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 

SACRAMENTALS 

Living Stewardship  
This week, develop a habit of praying 
AND listening. Each morning, ask Jesus to 
show you the way throughout the day and 
for the wisdom and courage to follow His 
way. 
 

Bulletin Reflection  
In the Gospel reading, the future Apostles of Jesus 
listen to His instructions on catching fish. Despite not 
catching anything all day, they do as He says—and 
their catch is miraculously large.   

REFLECTIONS 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

When I have felt like I was in deep water, 
in over my head, when doing something I 
felt called by God to do? Did I overcome 
my fear or discomfort and how? 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

All the earth is filled with God’s glory. With hearts 
full of praise, we offer this great thanksgiving prayer. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LITURGY OF THE DAY  

Today we hear how two key figures in the Bible—
Isaiah and Peter—are called. God calls Isaiah in a 
vision. Jesus calls Simon Peter after performing a 
miracle. Though both go on to great things on the 
Lord’s behalf, each initially feels unworthy of their 
call. Only after being reassured do they respond 
affirmatively. We may well feel unworthy ourselves 
of a call to join Jesus on his mission. Let us consider 
how we can still respond as Isaiah did: “Here I am . . . 
send me.” 

LITURGICAL MINISTER TRAINING 
here at Immaculate Conception Church 

Saturday, March 29th 
9:00am to 4:00pm 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion Training 
Part A (Basic) & B (Homebound) 

 
Lector Training 

 
Please contact the Parish Office if you 

would like to attend the training here.  A 
written request from the Pastor to the Bishop 

is required in order to attend. 



All are Welcome! 
Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday mornings  
in Our Lady’s Hall 

beginning 
February 20th  

To register and reserve a copy of the Bible Study Books,  
or have any questions, please email one of the following: 

mtpilo.esq@gmail.com; frankiernan@gmail.com; or 
Kris0330@optonline.net 

 
 

This year, both Spring and the Fall, we’ll study 

"THE BIBLE and the VIRGIN MARY" 
 
This Bible Study, written by Dr. Scott Hahn, has a new format, one that we will discuss at our first gathering 
on February 20th!   
*This study requires an additional book (will be provided), "Hail Holy Queen," also written by Dr. Scott 
Hahn, a renowned theologian and author.   
*The Videos are engaging, informative in an intriguing way, and promise to provide us with many new 
topics to discuss at our meetings.    
*In addition, each week we will focus on one of the Rosary Mysteries, the artwork, scripture, readings, and 
pray one decade!  
Filled with intriguing chapter heading, questions, and information these two books ($25) will be used for 
both the Spring Session and the Fall Session!  
  
JOIN us on this journey, which involves us in learning about:  
*MARY's life through Scripture. 
*What her life was like in Jerusalem before the Annunciation, and after. 
*Her role in Christ's Ministry and in his first miracle at Cana, and much more.  
*Marian Art of the Catholic Church through music and prayers honoring Mary. 
*rediscovering the Rosary Mysteries, and the BVM's role in salvation history. 
 
Share your Faith and Fellowship with other Ladies from the Parish, while we learn about Mary, her life, 
her devotion to God and to Christ! 
 

Bible Study Guides and Hail Holy Queen, are available at the first meeting on February 20th!  
NOTE:  To Register and Reserve a copy of the Bible Study Books, or If you have any questions: 
mtpilo.esq@gmail.com; frankiernan@gmail.com orKris0330@optonline.net. 
 

 
All are Welcome! Invite a Friend!  We’d love to meet you! 

mailto:mtpilo.esq@gmail.com
mailto:frankiernan@gmail.com
mailto:Kris0330@optonline.net
mailto:mtpilo.esq@gmail.com
mailto:frankiernan@gmail.com
mailto:Kris0330@optonline.net


Como católicos nuestra misión nos envía a difundir el evangelio a todas las personas. Hay una frase 
que quizás haya escuchado, “predique el Evangelio en todo momento y cuando sea necesario use 
palabras.”  Esa frase nos lleva a recordar que las acciones hablan más que las palabras y con nuestras 
acciones debemos dar ejemplo de que somos discípulos de Jesucristo.  Una manera de hacerlo es 
haciendo un donativo que beneficiará a otra persona.  La Campaña de Apoyo a los Ministerios 
Católicos -CMA por sus siglas en inglés- nos da esa oportunidad. 
 
Su donativo a favor de CMA es crucial para sostener muchos ministerios y programas en toda la 
diócesis.  Ministerios como los de Formación de fe para nuestros seminaristas, diáconos y líderes 
laicos; los de Formación de fe para nuestros adultos jóvenes y ministerios juveniles; clases de 
Educación Religiosa para nuestros niños; iniciativas para promover el Respeto a la Vida; programas 
de Caridades Católicas de vivienda asequible para ancianos y personas con discapacidades, programas 
de tratamiento de adicciones, programas que ofrecen alimentos y asistencia a los programas sociales 
parroquiales.   
 
La labor que los fondos que CMA recauda son muy importantes ya que tienen un alcance en todo 
Long Island y asiste a personas de todas las edades.  El donativo que hoy usted hace tendrá un gran 
impacto en los años venideros. Su donativo puede sostener la educación de un seminarista que será 
sacerdote y que dedicará su vida a llevar a Jesucristo a los demás.  Su donativo puede ayudar a alguien 
a romper las cadenas de la adicción y comenzar una nueva vida con dignidad y fe.  Su donativo puede 
ayudar a una joven madre soltera a tener la confianza y seguridad que necesita para criar a su bebé. 
Todos nuestros donativos ayudan a las personas que más lo necesitan en nuestra comunidad. 
 
Le pido que se una a mí, junto con nuestros hermanos y hermanas de nuestra diócesis y en oración 
considere hacer un donativo a favor de la Campaña de Apoyo a los Ministerios Católicos 2025. Por 
favor contribuya tanto como le sea posible, todos los donativos son importantes, no importa la 
cantidad. Recuerde que el 100% de cada dólar que recaudamos se usa exclusivamente para 
sostener los programas y la misión de la Campaña de Apoyo a los Ministerios Católicos. Ningún 
donativo se usa ni ha sido usado para la liquidación de bancarrota. 
 
Para concluir, si en este momento usted está pasando por circunstancias que no le permiten hacer un 
donativo, por favor comuníquese con la parroquia, para que nosotros de alguna manera podamos 
ayudarle. Recuerde que usted no está solo y la comunidad de la iglesia está siempre aquí para 
brindarle asistencia. 
 
Que Dios lo bendiga a usted, a sus seres queridos y a nuestra parroquia. 
 
Sinceramente suyo en Cristo, 
 
Fr. Ken 



Members of the  

Eastport Fire Department 

made a large food delivery to 

the Food Pantry recently 

together with a very generous 

donation of $1,500!   

 

Thank you for your 

generosity, kindness, and 

compassion to the needy in 

our community! 

Tessa Sweet (and her groundhog plushie she 
got from Mass) visited Alan McButterPants 
on Groundhog Day at the Evelyn Alexander 
Wildlife Rescue Center in Hampton Bays. 
Alan predicted an early Spring! Fingers 

crossed   

We have some new parishioners …  

don’t worry, they’re safe …  

it’s not November!!!  Hahaha 

WHERE GOD IS 
We cannot go where God is not.  
And where God is, all is well. 

~ Anonymous 



The Sisters of St. Dominic of Amityville Invite You to 

Irish Night 
 
We hope you will join us for our 51st Annual Irish 
Night Event celebration on Saturday, March 1st at St. 
Brigid's in Westbury. Mass will be at 6:00pm 
followed by music, dancing and celebrating begin at 
7:00pm. It will sure to be an event that you won’t 
want to miss! 
 
For five decades our Irish Night has raised critical 
funding for the care of our senior sisters residing at 
the Motherhouse in Amityville. We are honored to 
care for them as they come “home” to live their next 
stage of life. 
 

For more information, please contact our 
Advancement Office at 631-842-6000 ext.246  

or visit the event website:   
www.sistersofstdominic.org/irishnight2025 

  
As always, thank you for your continued support of 
the Congregation. We hope you will join us on  
March 1st and raise a glass to good health for the 
coming year! 

Are you new to  
Immaculate Conception Church? 

If so, we’d like to give you a Welcome packet! Please 

call the Parish office at 631-288-1423 or stop by to 
pick one up! 

WELCOME MINISTRY 

http://www.sistersofstdominic.org/irishnight2025





