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Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

 
Saturday 
5:00pm Vigil Mass 
 

Sunday 
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 
6:00pm (Spanish Mass) 

 
Daily Mass  
8:00am Monday through Thursday  
12:00pm Friday 
The Rosary is recited immediately after daily Mass 
 
Holy Days   
Vigil @ 7:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
Day @ 8:00am, 12:00pm, & 7:00pm 
 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
The FIRST FRIDAYS (Novena & silent adoration to 
Sacred Heart) of each month at 12:30pm and the 
LAST MONDAYS of each month at 7:00pm in the 
Church.   
 
 
Confessions 
Every Saturday 4:00pm to 4:45pm 

STAFF 
 

Rev. Thomas Pers, Pastor 
 

Deacon Joseph Byrne 
Deacon Mark Herrmann 

 
Shawn Pinson, Sacristan 

Bobby Peterson, Music Director 
Donna Cosme, Director of Religious Education 

Anne Dean, Assistant to Director of Religious Ed 
Linda Geoghan, Parish Secretary 

Juan Vicente, Maintenance Manager 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9:00am to 5:00pm 
CLOSED Friday, Saturday, Sunday, & Holidays 

 
 

Parish Office              631-288-1423 
    Fax 631-288-5498 
         parishoffice@iccwhb.org 
 
Religious Education    631-288-4188 
    Fax 631-288-8215 
           religioused@iccwhb.org 
 
Queen of Apostles, Regional School     631-878-1033 
 
Spanish Apostolate    
Rev. José Luis Tenas    631-914-1538 

 

 
 

 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
Beth Hard & Linda O’Brien 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Michael Berdinka, Tom Day, Lori Francescani, 

Lisa Guzman, Tara Hudson, Verna Merkel, 
& Amabilia Estrada Ruiz 

 
PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
 

Kevin Dwyer, Beth Hard, Daily Hill, 
Christine Lennon, Linda O’Brien, Scott O’Brien, 

Joe Sala, & Michael Strebel 



MASSES FOR THE WEEK SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 12; Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17;  

Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6;  

Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23] 
Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3-6, 12;  

Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;  

Lk 6:43-49 
Sunday: Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19; 

1 Tm 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32 [1-10] 

TODAY’S READINGS 
Wisdom 9:13–18b: Our choices in life are timid 
compared to God’s choices for us. 
Psalm 90: “In every age, O Lord, you have been our 
refuge.” 
Philemon 9–10, 12–17: Paul baptizes a slave and 
then expects the slave’s master to accept the slave as 
a brother. 
Luke 14:25–33: Do you want to be a disciple? 
Renounce everything else, with no reservations, no 
regrets. 
 
Jesus, our teacher, offers lessons today on being a 
disciple. These lessons can be difficult—we must 
carry our own crosses, we must renounce all our 
possessions, we even must hate our own family—but 
we gather as a family of faith in this place to hear 
them and reflect on them. The 
words of Wisdom may help, as they point out that as 
much as we try, we cannot possibly conceive the 
mind of God. Therefore, with faith and humility, let 
us listen to God’s word. 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 
The 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal 

The 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal is happening in 
our parish and in parishes across the Diocese.  Please 
give prayerful consideration to help fund the essential 
ministries and services supported by this appeal.   
 
Goal     $ 62,100.00 
Total Pledged    $ 24,800.00 
Payments Received   $ 23,297.00 
 
Donors:   69   % of Goal:  39.94% 
 
The parish will receive 20% of the goal once all 
pledged payments are received.  The parish will 

receive an additional 80% of monies pledged & 
received over goal.   

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
DATE COLLECTION AMOUNT 

08/31/2025 Weekly Collection $18,900.00 
09/01/2024 Weekly Collection  $15,840.00  

Thank you for your continuous support!  

MASS ATTENDANCE 
 

DATE 
 

5pm 
 

8am 
 

9:30am 
 

11am 
 

6pm 
 

TOTAL 

08/10/25 187 305 290 310 100 1192 
08/17/25 190 300 227 - 100 - 
08/24/25 177 235 220 295 100 1027 
08/31/25 201 305 246 270 100 1122 

MARRIAGE BANNS 
III Delaney Lucas to Richard D’Angelo  
II Katharine King Mullen to Ryan Limquiaco 
 Cabahug  

Margaret “Peggy” Ferguson 
Lois Keating Learned 
Mary Jean O’Brien 

PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Saturday September 6 
5:00pm Pasquale Zamboli (Fr. Tom) 
Sunday September 7 
8:00am Gerard Aloysius Neumann (Fr. Peter) 
9:30am Morgan Evan Leary (Fr. Tom) 
11:00am Dorothea Villano (Fr. Tom) 
6:00pm The People of the Parish (Fr. Jose) 
Monday September 8 
8:00am Joseph & Catherine McGinley  
Tuesday September 9 
8:00am Michael Carney 
Wednesday September 10 
8:00am (Guild Mass) Michelle Pennucci 
Thursday September 11 
8:00am William J. Munch 
Friday  September 12 
12:00pm Marie Cotignola 
Saturday September 13 
4:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm The People of the Parish (Fr. Peter) 
Sunday September 14 
8:00am Morgan Evan Leary (Fr. Tom) 
9:30am Joseph & Celia Maturando (Fr. Tom) 
11:00am Robert Barrett & Susan Barrett  
  Malone (Msgr. Mirro) 
6:00pm Gustavo Lozano (Fr. Jose) 



A MESSAGE FROM FR. PETER 
Dear Immaculate Conception Parish Family, 
 
I have been happy to serve you in your Church for almost 10 years.  You have made me feel welcomed and 
appreciated.  This time has seen me serve with 3 of your Pastors. 
 
I want to join you in affirming your new Pastor, Fr. Tom.  He is a good, hard-working Pastor and wants what 
is best for our parish family.  I pray that you want to support his Pastoral leadership and, personally, I ask you 
to remember to support the good works of our Food Pantry.  Our community has more hungry people than you 
think! 
 
Once again, I thank you for welcoming me to your Parish and I pray that our loving God will continue to bless 
us. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Fr. Peter 



PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

Toiletries (shampoo & soap), Cereal, Pasta 
Sauce, Tuna, Hearty Soups,  Condiments, 

Vegetables, Black Beans, boxed Mac & Cheese,  
& snacks for children. 

Tuesdays at 2pm in the Parish Center 
Try this spiritual practice, it will surprise you! 

MEDITATION with Deacon Joe 

There is a great power in prayer.  It is our lifeline to 
God.  Through it we communicate with God, and 
people are strengthened, helped, and made whole. 

 

Do you know of some concern, or of some person 
with a special need for whom we ought to pray?  We 
have 29 prayer warriors praying, please call Charles 
Schmidt at 631-288-4243 and leave a message with 
your prayer request. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
Tuesday: St. Peter Claver 
Friday: The Most Holy Name of Mary  
Saturday: St. John Chrysostom 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Religious Education Office Hours are: 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday  
9am to 5pm 

631-288-4188 
 

We have been busy preparing to begin our Religious 
Education program which begins at the end of 
September. How quickly that came up!  
 
At this time, all registered families should have 
received their parent packet which includes the 
calendar, parent handbook & guidelines for the 2025-
2026 year. If you have already registered for this year 
and have not received the packet, please give us a 
call. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you all soon! 
 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!! 
We're still in need of CATECHISTS for our 
Religious Education program -especially for Levels 
3, 5, 6 & 8.  Please prayerfully consider if God may 
be calling you to share your Faith with the children of 
Immaculate Conception Church. If you’d like to 
volunteer or have questions, please contact us at 
(631) 288-4188.  

eGiving makes it easy to give, anytime, 
anywhere.  To continue lifesaving 
ministries and outreach in our parish 
community, we depend on generous 
online donations from our church 
family.  We prayerfully invite you to use eGiving 
from your computer, smartphone, or tablet to set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. 

 

FAITH DIRECT 
Enrolling with Faith Direct will provide Immaculate 
Conception with consistent support and simplify 
your giving without the use of envelopes.  Visit:  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY66 
Thank you for your continued support! 

eGIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

SECOND COLLECTION 
This weekend, September 6/7, our second collection 
will be a SUMMER COLLECTION.  This 
collection will help defray the costs of landscaping, 
A/C, & other summer needs. 
 
Next weekend, September 13/14, our second 
collection will be for CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY. 
Thank you for your kind generosity & support for 
these collections. 

PRAY FOR OUR NEWLY BAPTIZED 
Jayce Donovan Connolly 
Jeffrey Robert Foster, III 

Cameron Joseph Kenerson 
Jackson Mark McBride 
Kevin Joseph Schrage 
Jonathan Vicente Set 

FOLLOW YOUR PATH 
You have to do your own growing  

no matter how tall your grandfather was. 
~ Abraham Lincoln 

https://membership


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
How do I feel challenged by Jesus’ demands 
of discipleship?  

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LITURGY OF THE DAY  

Over the last two thousand years Jesus has been given 
many titles, from Bread of Life to Our Savior. One of 
his first titles, going back to when he first stood and 
proclaimed God’s word in the synagogue, is Rabbi, or 
Teacher. How appropriate to focus on that title on this 
first Sunday of September, a time of year when 
millions of young people are returning to school. 
Today we hear Jesus teach the crowds what it means 
to be a disciple. May he teach us as well as we gather 
together in his name. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In this prayer of thanksgiving, we remember the cross 
and resurrection of Christ, and the redemption won 
for us through Christ’s outpouring of love. Let us 
carry the crosses we bear into this prayer, asking that 
we too will know the power and freedom of the 
Resurrection. 

Ethan Bentley (Navy) 
Julia Blake (Navy) 

1st Lt. Christopher Fencel (Marines) 
Joseph Ferraro III (Air Force) 

Thomas Hellman (USSF) 
Lt. Col. William Robesch 

RJ Ruggiero (Navy) 
Lt. Cameron Worden 

Lt. Matthew Worden (Navy) 
 

Please contact the Rectory @631-288-1423  
to add a loved one to the military list 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

Living Stewardship  
Create a habit of asking God for guidance. 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you each day 
of your life. Ask God to give you wisdom 
so that your paths may be made straight… 
“And thus were the paths of those on earth made 
straight.” 
 

Bulletin Reflection  
Jesus needs to be number 1 in our life. When we put 
Him first, everything else will fall into place.  

REFLECTIONS PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Cathy Burch, Deacon Joseph Byrne, 
Jeffrey Davis, Millie Ferrin,  

Gerri Martin, & Barbara Storer 
 

Please call the Parish Office (631-288-1423) to 
add/delete a name to the sick list.  This list will 

be cleared occasionally. 

BREAD & WINE, SANCTUARY LAMP, 
and ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
To arrange a sacramental in loving memory of or for 

the intentions of your loved one, please visit the 
Parish Office. 

 
Available Dates: 

Sanctuary Lamp: September 15, 22, 29 
Bread & Wine: September 15, 22, 29 
Altar Flowers: September 14, 21, 28 

 

Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 

SACRAMENTALS 

The Fair Trade Movement, begun 
just a few years after the end of 
World War II, is a trade 
arrangement designed to help 
producers in developing countries, 

in particular coffee and cocoa bean growers, achieve 
sustainable and equitable conditions. The Fair Trade 
Movement urges the paying of higher prices to 
exporters and improving social and environmental 
standards.  Not only are agricultural cooperatives 
helped, but local villages are as well, through the 
implementation of good drinking water, among other 
initiatives. 
 

A Fair Trade table of coffee & chocolate 
will be available for your support after the 

Sunday morning Masses next weekend 
during our Hospitality  

in the Narthex of the Church.   
We look forward to seeing you there! 



The WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY of Immaculate Conception Church would like to thank all 
those amazing women who attended this year's Book Club event on August 14th. The book 
chosen was “The Red Tent”, by Anita Diamant. This book is a fictional book giving a voice 
to women during biblical times. It was about the retelling of the biblical story of DINAH 
found in the book of Genesis. The group agreed this was a complicated book that had gold 
nuggets from start to finish. Our ladies did a deep dive surpassing each other with the gold 
nuggets found and shared during our discussions. A special thank you to the whole leadership 
team, especially Susan Valentino and Carol Thorn, for leading this year’s event as you can see 
from the pictures no detail was spared when creating our own Red Tent!  
 
We love you all… thank you for sharing and making this a great event! God bless you. We 
look forward to seeing you in September. 



WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays in Our Lady’s Hall 

September 11th thru December 4th  
9:30am Chat/Coffee/Tea 

10:00am Bible Study Program starts promptly 
Zoom is also available for those unable to attend in person 

 
 

DO YOU KNOW what Mary’s life was like in Jerusalem before the Annunciation? Or her role in Christ's 
ministry or at his first miracle at Cana?  What was the inspiration for the Hail Mary prayer? Who was Christ’s 
first disciple?   Why is Mary called the Ark of the New Covenant?     
  
JOIN us on this journey where we will learn about MARY's life through scripture, through Marian Art of the 
Catholic Church, through music and prayers honoring Mary, rediscovering the Rosary mysteries and 
the BVM's Role in Salvation History, all designed to inspire and to enhance our understanding and our 
devotion to the Mother of God!  
 
Bible Study Guide: "THE BIBLE and the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY" written by Scott Hahn, an amazing 
Theologian, speaker and writer!  
• This study includes Hail Holy Queen, also written by Scott Hahn.      
• The Videos about the Blessed Mother are engaging, informative in an intriguing way and promises to 

provide us with many new topics to discuss at our meetings.    
• In addition, each week we will focus on one of the Rosary mysteries, learn about Renaissance works of Art 

depicting the BVM, scripture readings, and meditations, after which we pray one decade!   

JOIN this amazing, inspiring, humorous and welcoming group and share your faith and fellowship with other 
ladies from our Parish.  We look forward to seeing you and hope that you will decide to join us on Thursdays 
for our Women’s Bible Study!    
  
Please email us with your information so that we may order books for you and have them available at our first 
meeting!   
 

NOTE:  To register and reserve a copy of the study, or any questions: 
mtpilo.esq@gmail.com; frankiernan@gmail.com; kris0330@optonline.net 

        
Invite a Friend!   We’d love to meet you!  All are Welcome! 

mailto:mtpilo.esq@gmail.com
mailto:frankiernan@gmail.com
mailto:kris0330@optonline.net


September marks Hunger Action Month, a nationwide initiative dedicated to raising awareness 
about hunger and encouraging communities to take action. Here on Long Island, where many 
families face food insecurity, this month serves as a reminder of the power we have to make a 
difference in the lives of our neighbors.  
  

What You Make Possible  
 
Through your support of the Catholic Ministries Appeal, we are able to fund programs such as 
Catholic Charities and Parish Social Ministry, just two examples of vital organizations that 
help those in need in our community. 
 
As Christians, we are called to follow the example of Jesus, who fed the hungry with 
compassion and love. The story of the loaves and fishes reminds us that even the smallest 
offerings, when given with a generous heart, can be multiplied to meet the needs of many.   
  
Saint Teresa of Calcutta often spoke about the importance of seeing Christ in the faces of those 
who suffer. She believed that feeding the hungry was not just an act of charity but a profound 
expression of love and respect for the dignity of every human being.   
  
Hunger Action Month offers us a sacred opportunity to embody Christ's teachings by serving 
those in need within our communities.  
  
By reaching out to our neighbors with compassion and generosity we share the love and hope 
that Christ offers to all.  
 
Thank you for your support!! 











A Gift, but With an Expiration Date 

Diagnosed in 1995 with the most aggressive form of brain cancer known as glioblastoma multiforme, and 
given only a few months life expectancy, Dr. Ben Williams, a professor of psychology at the University of 
California San Diego, summed up his experience this way:  
 

“When I was diagnosed with brain cancer, I knew almost nothing about the disease, other than it was 
one of the worst medical diagnoses you can get…. I hadn’t even heard of a glioblastoma at that point. I 
was told it was the worst kind of tumor you could have, and that nobody survived it. … For the first 
several months, most of my thinking was: I’m going to die — how am I going to deal with it? I thought 
a lot about death. When you receive a diagnosis that everyone tells you is terminal, that no one survives 
it, it’s impossible not to become depressed by that information. I look at pictures from that period of 
time, and clearly I was depressed. It wasn’t until I began doing research that said there was a 
possibility, that there are things that you can do that would be helpful, that I began to think, ‘Well, this 
is worth at least making the fight.’” 

 
The bewildering experience of receiving an adverse diagnosis reminds us how personal our physical health is. 
In a certain sense, nothing could be more intimate or immediate. As we age and start to feel poorly, and 
especially when we struggle with serious or life-threatening illnesses, it can seem that our bodily health is the 
highest good there is, the summum bonum, almost an “absolute” good. Declining health can trigger feelings of 
sadness and depression as we sense our life slipping through our fingers, and sometimes can lead to dark 
temptations like physician-assisted suicide or euthanasia. We may fall prey to oft-repeated cultural cliches such 
as: “I’m free to do what I want with my life and health,” or even, “My life is no longer worth living.” 
 
Life and health are clearly very important goods. They are instrumental goods, enabling us to pursue and 
partake of other important goods, like interpersonal and familial relationships, employment, recreation, etc. 
Health and well-being are also “goals” worthy of energetic pursuit to the extent that we have some control over 
a limited set of variables like exercise and nutrition that affect our health.  
 
While it is good to take steps to improve our health, we are not “entitled” to good health, nor is it a “right” we 
can lay claim to. We have not originally conferred the state of life or health upon ourselves but have received it 
gratuitously from the Giver of all gifts — a gift with an earthly expiration date. Our health and well-being, 
marked by fragility, are transient and contingent, and therefore not “absolute goods.” 
 
Health challenges, of course, are part of almost every person’s life journey. We may struggle not only with 
physical maladies, but also with mental limitations like ADHD, obsessive compulsive disorders, depression or 
any number of other agonizing mental conditions that constrict our well-being and livelihood. 
 
As we age and face an expanding list of ailments and infirmities, new opportunities for growth and 
transformation arise. Contending with weakness and sickness, for example, draws us into connection with 
other people, as we come to depend on them for assistance.  
 
When we face a worsening health situation, we should earnestly pursue several goals: first, to take responsible 
steps to restore our health, including doctor visits, medications, surgeries, or other reasonable interventions; 
second, to seek to reflect more deeply, and in spiritual terms, on the meaning of our health burdens; and third, 
to work to accept our situation without fear, desperation, or irresponsible actions like physician-assisted suicide 
or euthanasia. 



Coming to accept our situation, with all its ups and downs, helps us begin preparing for our earthly end, death 
itself, prompting us to take up core questions about life’s meaning, the survival of the soul, life after death and 
even the resurrection of the body.  
 
The afflictions we struggle against can lead us actively to surrender and accept where we are, even as we turn 
to the One who sees all things and knows the specifics of our situation better than we do. 
 
When our lives are marked by good health, vigor and strength, we may hesitate to engage these kinds of core 
questions in any meaningful way. We tend to look past important transcendental priorities and focus on 
immediate temporal matters.  
 
Health, then, is an instrumental good, but so is sickness. Both can serve to point us towards higher, more 
spiritual goods. At some point, we may even be able to see our ailments as a blessing and a gift from the One 
who better sees the big picture of our life’s journey. 
 
 
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at 
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as Senior Ethicist at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org and www.fathertad.com. 

Please consider continuing your  
lifelong stewardship by leaving a 

bequest to our Parish. 
 

For more information about 
remembering Immaculate 
Conception Parish in your Will or 
Living Trust, or to request a 
brochure, please contact Barbara Kilarjian at 516-678
-5800 x257 or email bkilarjian@drvc.org. 

http://www.ncbcenter.org/
http://www.fathertad.com



