
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 28, 2025 

Church of the 
IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION 

P.O. Box 1227 
580 Main Street 

Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
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FB:  www.facebook.com/iccwhb 
YouTube:  www.youtube.com/@iccwhb 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

 
Saturday 
5:00pm Vigil Mass 
 
 

Sunday 
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 
6:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
 

 
Daily Mass  
8:00am Monday through Friday  
The Rosary is recited immediately after daily Mass 
 
Holy Days   
Vigil @ 7:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
Day @ 8:00am, 12:00pm, & 7:00pm 
 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
The FIRST FRIDAYS (Novena & silent adoration to 
Sacred Heart) of each month at 12:30pm and the 
LAST MONDAYS of each month at 7:00pm in the 
Church.   
 
 
Confessions 
Every Saturday 4:00pm to 4:45pm 

STAFF 
 

Rev. Thomas Pers, Pastor 
 

Deacon Joseph Byrne 
Deacon Mark Herrmann 

 
Shawn Pinson, Sacristan 

Bobby Peterson, Music Director 
Donna Cosme, Director of Religious Education 

Anne Dean, Assistant to Director of Religious Ed 
Linda Geoghan, Parish Secretary 

Juan Vicente, Maintenance Manager 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9:00am to 5:00pm 
CLOSED Friday, Saturday, Sunday, & Holidays 

 
 

Parish Office              631-288-1423 
    Fax 631-288-5498 
         parishoffice@iccwhb.org 
 
Religious Education    631-288-4188 
    Fax 631-288-8215 
           religioused@iccwhb.org 
 
Queen of Apostles, Regional School     631-878-1033 
 
Spanish Apostolate    
Rev. José Luis Tenas    631-914-1538 

 

 
 

 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
Beth Hard & Linda O’Brien 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Michael Berdinka, Tom Day, Lori Francescani, 

Lisa Guzman, Tara Hudson, Verna Merkel, 
& Amabilia Estrada Ruiz 

 

PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 

Kevin Dwyer, Beth Hard, Daily Hill, 
Christine Lennon, Linda O’Brien, Scott O’Brien, 

Joe Sala, & Michael Strebel 



MASSES FOR THE WEEK SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Monday: Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday: Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23; Ps 88:2-8;  

Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-15;  

Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a;  

Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51 
Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5;  

Ps 139:1-3, 7-10, 13-14ab; Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17;  

Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130; Lk 10:17-24 
Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;  

2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10 

TODAY’S READINGS 

Amos 6:1a, 4–7: Woe to the complacent rich! 
Psalm 146: “Praise the Lord, my soul!” 
1 Timothy 6:11–16: Seek after virtues with lasting 
value. 
Luke 16:19–31: There once was a rich man, and at 
his gate lay the beggar Lazarus. 
 
For the second Sunday in a row, we hear the prophet 
Amos deliver a harsh condemnation of the callous 
rich. Also once again, we hear Jesus tell a story to 
teach the proper attitude toward material wealth. 
Here, the rich man and Lazarus find their states 
completely reversed after they die. Let us heed the 
lessons Amos and Jesus teach us and pray that we 
never become blind and uncaring to those in 
desperate need. 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

The 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
The 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal is happening in 
our parish and in parishes across the Diocese.  Please 
give prayerful consideration to help fund the essential 
ministries and services supported by this appeal.   
 
Goal     $ 62,100.00 
Total Pledged    $ 25,800.00 
Payments Received   $ 24,342.00 
 
Donors:   71   % of Goal:  41.55% 
 
The parish will receive 20% of the goal once all 
pledged payments are received.  The parish will 

receive an additional 80% of monies pledged & 
received over goal.   

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

DATE COLLECTION AMOUNT 

09/21/2025 Weekly Collection $8,040.00 

09/22/2024 Weekly Collection $8,407.00 

Thank you for your continuous support!  

MASS ATTENDANCE 
 

DATE 
 

5pm 
 

8am 
 

9:30am 
 

11am 
 

6pm 
 

TOTAL 

08/31/25 201 305 246 270 100 1122 

09/07/25 175 206 187 210 100 878 

09/14/25 163 217 174 196 100 850 

09/21/25 157 224 167 176 150 874 

Saturday September 27 
5:00pm Jeff Scharadin (Fr. Michael) 
Sunday September 28 
8:00am Intentions of Rev. Ken Grooms  
  (Birthday) (Fr. Peter) 
9:30am Robert Walters (Msgr. Mirro) 
11:00am Patrick Fenton (Msgr. Mirro) 
6:00pm The People of the Parish (Fr. Jose) 
Monday September 29 
8:00am Intentions of Victor Nicotra & family 

Tuesday September 30 
8:00am Mary Frances Doyle 

Wednesday October 1 
8:00am (Guild Mass) Salvatore Golfo;  
 Harry Hebberd, Sr.; James Raffel 
Thursday October 2 
8:00am Salvatore Mastropaolo 
Friday  October 3 
8:00am Paul Candela 
Saturday October 4 
4:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm Dave Francescani (Fr. Tom) 
Sunday October 5 
8:00am Michael Betjemann (Fr. Peter) 
9:30am Barbara Ostipwko (Fr. Tom) 
11:00am Nancy Cappiello (Fr. Tom) 
6:00pm The People of the Parish (Fr. Jose) 

PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

Virginia Forseth 

UNRECOGNIZABLE 
All God’s angels come to us disguised. 

~ James Russell Lowell 



PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
Toiletries (shampoo & soap), Cereal, Pasta 
Sauce, Tuna, Hearty Soups,  Condiments, 

Vegetables, Black Beans, boxed Mac & Cheese,  
& snacks for children. 

Tuesdays at 2pm in the Parish Center 
Try this spiritual practice, it will surprise you! 

MEDITATION with Deacon Joe 

There is a great power in prayer.  It is our lifeline to 
God.  Through it we communicate with God, and 
people are strengthened, helped, and made whole. 

 

Do you know of some concern, or of some person 
with a special need for whom we ought to pray?  We 
have 29 prayer warriors praying, please call Charles 
Schmidt at 631-288-4243 and leave a message with 
your prayer request. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

Who do I choose to ignore who appears to 
be in need? To whom can I reach out with 
compassion and charity and without 
judgment or condescension? 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious Education Office Hours are: 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday  

9am to 5pm 
631-288-4188 

 
It was great to see our Catechists & Volunteers 

at Mass this past weekend! 
We are so grateful for their dedication & 
commitment. Thank you to all for stepping up to this 
important role and for being a beacon of light and 
hope in our Church. Your willingness to share your 
faith and guide the young people on their spiritual 
journey is truly inspiring. 

 
Religious Ed classes will begin this week!! 

Please check your calendar to see which date your 
child’s specific level begins.  
 
At this time, all registered families should have 
received their parent packet. The packet includes the 
calendar, handbook & guidelines for the 2025-26 
year. If you haven’t received it, please stop in to 
pick another one up.  
 
We are looking forward to a wonderful Religious Ed 
school year!!  Please pray for the children and our 
volunteers as we begin this new school year. 
 
Our registration period for the 2025-2026 Religious 
Education school year is now closed.  Registrations 
received at this time will be moved to the 2026-2027 

school year. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LITURGY OF THE DAY  

Today is the World Day of Migrants and Refugees, a 
day on which we recognize and honor those who 
accepted the challenge of leaving their homes and 
homelands to search for and work for a better life in a 
foreign land. Those who have never had to make such 
a radical decision find it difficult to imagine the 
incredible challenges refugees and migrants face, on 
their journeys and in their new homes, much as the 
rich man in today’s Gospel cannot imagine how the 
poor, sickly Lazarus ended up on his doorstep. May 
we never forget to see the face of Christ in the 
stranger and respond with heartfelt compassion. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

God gathers us, rich and poor alike, around this holy 
altar. As we lift up our hearts in this great prayer of 
thanksgiving, let us be mindful of those who hunger 
and thirst for justice and peace. 

eGiving makes it easy to give, anytime, 
anywhere.  To continue lifesaving 
ministries and outreach in our parish 
community, we depend on generous 
online donations from our church 
family.  We prayerfully invite you to use eGiving 
from your computer, smartphone, or tablet to set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. 

 

FAITH DIRECT 
Enrolling with Faith Direct will provide Immaculate 
Conception with consistent support and simplify your 
giving without the use of envelopes.  Visit:  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY66 
Thank you for your continued support! 

eGIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

MARRIAGE BANNS 

III Katherine Lauren DiConza to Edward Joseph 
 Delaney  
II Juanita Nieto to Ralph Capurso 
II Emily H. Hulse to Peter R. Fehringer 
II Suzanne Singer to Christopher McBride 

https://membership


SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Ss. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, 
Archangels 
Tuesday: St. Jerome 
Wednesday: St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
Thursday: The Holy Guardian Angels 
Saturday: St. Francis of Assisi 

Ethan Bentley (Navy) 

Julia Blake (Navy) 

1st Lt. Christopher Fencel (Marines) 
Joseph Ferraro III (Air Force) 

Thomas Hellman (USSF) 

Lt. Col. William Robesch 
RJ Ruggiero (Navy) 

Lt. Cameron Worden 
Lt. Matthew Worden (Navy) 

 

Please contact the Rectory @ 631-288-1423  
to add a loved one to the military list 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

Living Stewardship  
Who is Lazarus in your life? Be at service 
to those in need.  
 

Bulletin Reflection  
In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the story of Lazarus, the 
poor man, and an unnamed rich man. Lazarus 
suffered in life and the rich man never cared for him. 
When the rich man died, he went to netherworld and 
regretted the life he lived.   

REFLECTIONS PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Cathy Burch, Deacon Joseph Byrne, 
Claire Cowcer, Jeffrey Davis,  
Millie Ferrin, Gerri Martin,  

& Barbara Storer 
 

Please call the Parish Office (631-288-1423) to 
add/delete a name to the sick list.  This list will 

be cleared occasionally. 

BREAD & WINE, SANCTUARY LAMP, 
and ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
To arrange a sacramental in loving memory of or for 

the intentions of your loved one, please visit the 
Parish Office. 

 
Available Dates: 

Sanctuary Lamp: October 6, 13, 20, 27 
Bread & Wine: October 6, 13, 20, 27 
Altar Flowers: October 5, 12, 19, 26 

 

Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 

SACRAMENTALS 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

We’ve been thinking about 
names lately, and there is hardly 
any tradition older than changing 
one’s name when accepting a 
new vocation in life. In the time 

of Jesus, people would normally wait until the eighth 
day after birth for the naming of a child, partly 
because of the fragility of infant life, when the eighth 
day would mark the end of a survival crisis, and also 
because the elders would look for some clues as to 
the child’s identity. In Jewish life then as now, it was 
not the custom to name a child after a living parent; 
notice there are no “juniors” in the genealogy of 
Jesus. Remember also how the relatives complained 
to Zachary and Elizabeth that no one in their family 
was ever named John. Then there are the changed 
names, Abram became Abraham, Sarai became 
Sarah, Saul became Paul, Simon became Peter. This 
spills over into Western culture in many ways, such 
as British royalty taking new names at coronation. 
It’s anybody’s guess, for example, whether the Prince 
of Wales intends to be King Charles II, or become 
Henry, or Edward, or George if he wishes. 
  
Members of religious orders have until recent years 
swapped baptismal names for new ones, and the latest 
pope made a switch as well. Secular life has many 
parallels, and movie stars like Cary Grant, Judy 
Garland, and John Wayne might not have shone so 
brightly as Archie Leach, Frances Gumm, and 
Marion Morrison. There are some compelling reasons 
in our tradition for taking a new name when 
undertaking a new mission, yet also a clear 
preference for choosing the right baptismal name 
from the start! 



Liv like Vin 5k Run / Walk 
Event Coordinators Tom Day, Barney Ryan, and Bob Montpetit, along with our council Grand Knight George 

Motz. A very successful fundraiser. Thank you to our entire community & to Fr. Tom for starting us off with a 
blessing!  

ATTENTION 
MASS TIME CHANGE 

The 12:00pm Mass on Friday is being changed 
back to 8:00am 

beginning THIS Friday, October 3rd 
 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 



CALLING ALL PETS 
and their owners! 

 

BLESSING OF 
ANIMALS 

in honor of the 

Feast Day of St. Francis 
at the St. Francis Statue 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, September 28

th
 @ 3pm 

with Deacon Joe 
 
 

Saturday, October 4
th

 @ 7pm 
with Fr. Tom 



WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays in Our Lady’s Hall 

Now thru December 4th  
9:30am Chat/Coffee/Tea 

10:00am Bible Study Program starts promptly 
Zoom is also available for those unable to attend in person 

 
 

DO YOU KNOW what Mary’s life was like in Jerusalem before the Annunciation? Or her role in Christ's 
ministry or at his first miracle at Cana?  What was the inspiration for the Hail Mary prayer? Who was Christ’s 
first disciple?   Why is Mary called the Ark of the New Covenant?     
  
JOIN us on this journey where we will learn about MARY's life through scripture, through Marian Art of the 
Catholic Church, through music and prayers honoring Mary, rediscovering the Rosary mysteries and 
the BVM's Role in Salvation History, all designed to inspire and to enhance our understanding and our 
devotion to the Mother of God!  
 
Bible Study Guide: "THE BIBLE and the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY" written by Scott Hahn, an amazing 
Theologian, speaker and writer!  
•This study includes Hail Holy Queen, also written by Scott Hahn.      
•The Videos about the Blessed Mother are engaging, informative in an intriguing way and promises to provide 

us with many new topics to discuss at our meetings.    
•In addition, each week we will focus on one of the Rosary mysteries, learn about Renaissance works of Art 

depicting the BVM, scripture readings, and meditations, after which we pray one decade!   

JOIN this amazing, inspiring, humorous and welcoming group and share your faith and fellowship with other 
ladies from our Parish.  We look forward to seeing you and hope that you will decide to join us on Thursdays 
for our Women’s Bible Study!    
  
Please email us with your information so that we may order books for you and have them available at our first 
meeting!   
 

NOTE:  To register and reserve a copy of the study, or any questions: 
mtpilo.esq@gmail.com; frankiernan@gmail.com; kris0330@optonline.net 

        
Invite a Friend!   We’d love to meet you!  All are Welcome! 

mailto:mtpilo.esq@gmail.com
mailto:frankiernan@gmail.com
mailto:kris0330@optonline.net


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME AN ALTAR SERVER? 
 

Altar servers are the boys and girls who assist the priest at Mass on Sundays and on other special occasions.  
They have an important leadership in the celebration of the Mass and are special people for giving and 
participating so actively in the Mass. 
 
Duties of an Altar Server involve everything from 
assisting the priest, lighting candles, carrying the cross, 
ringing the bells and praying.  They join with Jesus as 
they give their time in his service at the altar. 
 
 

Who can do this? 
Boys and girls who have received their  

First Communion. 
 
 
What you have to do 
• Decide if you are willing to give this service to Jesus in your church.  You have to be at the Mass you 

are assigned on Sundays as you would have to be at every practice and game on a sports team. 
• Talk it over with your parents since this will affect them also.  Remember, they have to get you there.  

Of course, if there is an occasional conflict, you can ask another altar server to substitute for you.   
• Fill out the form below and ask your parent to sign it.  If you or your parents have any questions, please 

speak with Deacon Joe. 
• Return the completed form to the Religious Education Office.  The training dates:  Training is held in 

the Main Church.  Dates will be provided.  A parent will need to attend as well. 
 
 
 
 
Dear Father Tom: 
 
 I would like to join Jesus by being an Altar Server at Mass on Sunday.  I have talked it over with my 
parents and they will help me by bringing me to my assigned Masses. 
 
Name 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone # 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grade in school ______________________________    Age ______________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________ __________________________________________ 
  (my signature)                                                                           (parent’s signature) 







STAND UP FOR LIFE 
Respect Life Sunday 

October 5, 2025 
2pm-3pm in Manorville 

South of the Long Island Expressway, LIE at exit 70S on County Road 111, rain or shine. 
 
Have you ever thought about going to the March for Life in Washington DC in January? Do you know about 
the largest Pro-Life event right here on Long Island for the past 27 years? 
 
Gather with others attending the vigil. In only an hour of your time, you can help save a Life! 
 
This Vigil is part of a nationwide family friendly event, held at hundreds of cities across the USA & 
Canada.  Your sign is available at the site, you do not have to bring anything, come as you are to this Family-
Friendly event, and you can bring a friend or the whole family. 
 
You can come for part of the time or the full 90 minutes; know by your presence there that you help save a 
life. There is strength in unity. ALL PRO LIFE PEOPLE ARE WELCOME. 
 

For information contact (631) 243-1435 or email Info@ProLifeLI.org. 
Sponsored by the Long Island Coalition for Life 

 
==================================================================== 

 
¿Alguna vez has pensado en asistir a la Marcha por la Vida en Washington D. C. en enero?  
¿Conoces el evento provida más grande que se celebra aquí mismo, en Long Island, desde hace 27 años? 
 
Únete a otras personas que asisten a la vigilia. ¡En solo una hora de tu tiempo, puedes ayudar a salvar una 
vida! 
 
Defiende la vida el 5 de octubre de 2025, este DOMINGO DEL RESPETO A LA VIDA, de 2:00 a  
3:30 p.m. Únete a nosotros en Huntington, en las rutas estatales 110 y 25 (cerca del centro comercial Walt 
Whitman Mall), o en Manorville, al sur de la autopista Long Island Expressway, LIE, en la salida 70S de 
County Road 111, llueva o haga sol. 
 
Esta vigilia forma parte de un evento familiar a nivel nacional que se celebra en cientos de ciudades de Estados 
Unidos y Canadá.  Encontrará carteles en el lugar, no tiene que traer nada, venga tal y como está a este evento 
familiar y puede traer a un amigo o a toda la familia. 
 
Puede venir durante parte del tiempo o durante los 90 minutos completos; con su presencia allí, estará 
ayudando a salvar una vida. 
La unión hace la fuerza. TODAS LAS PERSONAS PRO VIDA SON BIENVENIDAS. 
 

Para más información, llame al (631) 243-1435 o envíe un correo electrónico a Info@ProLifeLI.org. 

mailto:Info@ProLifeLI.org
mailto:Info@ProLifeLI.org









