@: mh of God,

Who takes away the sin of the world!"
JOHN 1:29-34
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STAFF

Rev. Thomas Pers, Pastor

Deacon Joseph Byrne
Deacon Mark Herrmann

Shawn Pinson, Sacristan
Bobby Peterson, Music Director
Donna Cosme, Director of Religious Education
Mary Lou Giacobbe, Asst to Director of Religious Ed
Linda Geoghan, Parish Secretary
Juan Vicente, Maintenance Manager

Parish Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday
9:00am to 5:00pm
CLOSED Friday, Saturday, Sunday, & Holidays

631-288-1423
Fax  631-288-5498
parishoffice@iccwhb.org

Parish Office

631-288-4188
Fax  631-288-8215
religioused@iccwhb.org

Religious Education

Queen of Apostles, Regional School 631-878-1033
Spanish Apostolate

Rev. José Luis Tenas 631-914-1538

Celebration of the Eucharist

Saturday

5:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am

6:00pm (Spanish Mass)

Daily Mass
8:00am Monday through Friday

The Rosary is recited immediately after daily Mass

Holy Days
Vigil @ 7:00pm (Spanish Mass)
Day @ 8:00am, 12:00pm, & 7:00pm

Eucharistic Adoration

The FIRST FRIDAYS (Novena & silent adoration to
Sacred Heart) of each month at 8:30am and the LAST
MONDAYS of each month at 7:00pm in the Church.

Confessions
Every Saturday 4:00pm to 4:45pm

PARISH TRUSTEES
Beth Hard & Linda O’Brien

PARISH COUNCIL

Michael Berdinka, Tom Day, Lori Francescani,
Lisa Guzman, Tara Hudson, Verna Merkel,
& Amabilia Estrada Ruiz

PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE

Kevin Dwyer, Beth Hard, Daily Hill,
Christine Lennon, Linda O’Brien, Scott O’Brien,
Joe Sala, & Michael Strebel

MARRIAGES: Arrangements should be made at least 1 year in advance. Marriage dates may be made
only with the priest after he interviews the couple. Please call the Parish Office to set up an

appointment. Pre- Cana classes are required.

BAPTISMS: Parents are required to attend one evening class before Baptism; and are encouraged to
attend class during pregnancy. Baptismal class is held on the 1% Wednesday of January, March, May,
July, September, and November. Baptisms take place the 1% Sunday of each month. To register for Baptism,

please contact the Parish Office.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING THE SICK:

Emergency calls for the Sacraments for the seriously ill may be made any time of the day or night,
every day of the year. The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will also be celebrated every second
Friday of the month at the 12:00pm Mass. All those who are seriously ill, including those preparing for
surgery or a hospital stay, are invited to receive the Sacrament.




Monday: Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c;
Mk 2:23-28
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: Heb 7:25-8:6; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Mk 3:7-12
Friday: Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8, 10-14; Mk 3:13-19
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9;

Mk 3:20-21
Sunday: s 8:23-9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;

1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23 [12-17]

Isaiah 49:3, 5—-6 From my mother’s womb, I am
God'’s servant.

Psalm 40 “Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.”

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 Greetings to you, a holy people
in Christ.

John 1:29-34 Behold, the Lamb of God!

Today we are reminded to listen for Jesus’ call to
follow him. Isaiah realized God’s call of service,
referring to himself as God’s servant, commissioned
to proclaim God’s salvation to the ends of the earth.
Paul recognized that God willed him to be an apostle
and today we hear him tell the members of the church
in Corinth that God calls them to be holy. John the
Baptist points to Jesus as the Lamb of God and Son
of God, the one to follow instead of him. May we
listen for his call so that we may respond, “Here am I,
Lord; I come to do your will.”

Our second collection this weekend, January 18™
will be to offset the price of FUEL for all Parish
buildings. In these cold winter months, we thank you
for your continued generosity.

Next weekend, January 25", our second collection
will be for the Church In Need.

DATE Spm 8am 9:30am 1lam 6pm TOTAL
12/21/25 | 130 157 138 | 160 | 165 750
12/28/25 | 90 103 97 225 | 180 695
01/04/26 | 146 125 135 | 180 | 187 773
01/11/26 | 129 90 208 | 195 | 196 818

DATE COLLECTION AMOUNT
01/11/2026 Weekly Collection $4,854.00
01/12/2025 Weekly Collection $9,679.00

Thank you for your continuous support!

Saturday
5:00pm
Sunday
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
6:00pm
Monday
8:00am
Tuesday
8:00am
Wednesday
8:00am

Thursday
8:00am
Friday
8:00am
Saturday
4:00pm
5:00pm
Sunday
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
6:00pm

January 17

Phil Pennisi (Fr. Tom)

January 18

Joseph Rodano (Fr. Peter)

The People of the Parish (Fr. Peter)
Charles Labita (Fr. Tom)

Poor Souls in Purgatory (Fr. Jose)
January 19

Joanne Grimm

January 20

Ann Schwartz

January 21

(Guild Mass) Intentions of Ava &
Chris Stevens

January 22

Angie Delaney

January 23

Jeanne Harmon

January 24

Confessions

James Meere (Fr. Peter)

January 25

Mary E. Kobel (Fr. Tom)
Kenneth G. Merkel (Fr. Tom)
The People of the Parish (Msgr. Mirro)
Poor Souls in Purgatory (Fr. Jose)
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All Parish Offices will be
CLOSED
Monday, January 19"
in observation of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

The 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal
The 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal is happening in
our parish and in parishes across the Diocese. Please
give prayerful consideration to help fund the essential
ministries and services supported by this appeal.

Goal $62,100.00
Total Pledged $29,425.00
Payments Received $29,200.00
Donors: 85 % of Goal: 47.38%

The parish will receive 20% of the goal once all
pledged payments are received. The parish will
receive an additional 80% of monies pledged &
received over goal.



Dear Parishioners,

As we come to an end of the Advent / Christmas season I
would like to say thank you for your generosity in the
financial support of our parish. Thanks to all who
contributed their talents in preparing and decorating the
Church and providing music for this festive season. Your
efforts helped to add to our joy in celebrating the birth of
Christ and enabled our community to pray in a special way.

j On a personal note, thank you for your Christmas cards,
gifts and goodies and for helping me feel welcomed during
my first Christmas at Immaculate Conception.

Blessings and love to you and your families!

Fr. Tom

Do something speciall!
( .|.) marriage Do something life changing!
sncounter Live your best life in love!

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

| Virtual Experience
7 DATES (sessions) from the comfort of your homelll

Monday evenings 7:00 PM*(EST)

Feb. 9, 16, 23, March 2, 9, 16, & 23, 2026

*Each Session lasts @ 2.5 hours

viaZoom
Apply TORAYE
Additional info? Q20
S Call: 646-642-7463 X _.‘.’-5'&;-' Scan Code to go directly
14 Email: jimmy.bernice.acevedo@wwme.org t D9 J, R

TR Visit: wwme.org - ‘w
@33 YouTube E4e




CHURCH IN NEED COLLECTION

On January 25, 2026 a collection will be taken for “The Church in Need.” The monies collected at this time
will be shared among three areas of the world where there is particular need for help:

Church in Central and Eastern Europe - this collection supports the Church in more than 25 countries that
struggle to recover from former communist rule. It also aids communities throughout the region that are
affected by the war in Ukraine. Funds support pastoral care, catechesis, renovations, and seminary formation.
Your support restores the Church and builds the future in this region.

The Church in Latin America For many in Latin America and the Caribbean, a rising secular culture,
difficult rural terrain, and a shortage of ministers all present obstacles to practicing the faith. Your support for
the collection provides lay leadership training, catechesis, priestly and religious formation, and other
programs to share our Catholic faith with those who long to hear the Good News of Christ.

The Church in Africa — The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa supports pastoral projects to build the
capacity of the Church and foster lasting peace and reconciliation across a continent often marked by division
and tension. Although the Church in Africa is growing, many still lack access to basic resources and pastoral
care.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY.

LA IGLESIA NECESITADA

El 25 de Enero del 2026, se hara una colecta a favor de "La Iglesia Necesitada". El dinero colectado sera
compartido entre las tres dreas de mundo donde hay necesidades particulares:

La Iglesia en Europa Central y Oriental, donde atin hay grandes necesidades.

Esta colecta ayuda a la Iglesia en mas de 25 paises que luchan para recuperarse del antiguo régimen
comunista. Asi mismo, ayuda a las comunidades en toda la region que han sido afectadas por la guerra en
Ucrania. Estos fondos financian el cuidado pastoral, la catequesis, las renovaciones y la formacion de
seminaristas. El apoyo de ustedes restaura la Iglesia y construye el futuro en esa region.

La Iglesia en América Latina Para muchos en América Latina y el Caribe, una creciente cultura secular,
unos terrenos rurales dificiles y una escasez de ministros, son obstaculos para practicar la fe. Su apoyo a la
colecta proporciona capacitacion para el liderazgo laico, la catequesis, la formacion para sacerdotes y
religiosos y otros programas para compartir nuestra fe catolica con aquellos que anhelan escuchar la Buena
Nueva de Cristo.

La Iglesia en Africa — El Fondo de Solidaridad de la Iglesia en Africa financia proyectos pastorales para
incrementar la capacidad de la Iglesia y fomentar una paz y reconciliacion duraderas en un continente que a
menudo estd marcado por divisiones y tensiones. Aunque la Iglesia en Africa esta creciendo, muchos atn
carecen de acceso a los recursos basicos y a un cuidado pastoral.

GRACIAS POR SU GENEROSIDAD.




Religious Education Office Hours are:
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
9am to Spm
631-288-4188

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR JANUARY

January 19"
NO CLASSES - Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January 25"
Level 5 & Level 9 Mass @ 9:30am in Church

Jeffrey Davis, Millie Ferrin, Eve McNeil, Fay Mack,
& Nancy Ruffell

Please call the Parish Office (631-288-1423) to add/delete a
name to the sick list. This list will be cleared occasionally.

Each week we lift our voices with praise and
thanksgiving over these gifts. As this new year
unfolds, let us renew our commitment to bring what
we receive here to our hungry world.

>
-

How will I witness to my faith, to Jesus, this
W week?

Tuesdays at 2pm in the Parish Center
Try this spiritual practice, it will surprise you!

eGiving makes it easy to give, anytime,
anywhere. To continue lifesaving
ministries and outreach in our parish
community, we depend on generous
online donations from our church
family. We prayerfully invite you to use eGiving
from your computer, smartphone, or tablet to set up a
recurring donation or make a one-time gift.

FAITH DIRECT
Enrolling with Faith Direct will provide Immaculate
Conception with consistent support and simplify your
giving without the use of envelopes. Visit:
https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY 66
Thank you for your continued support!

Living Stewardship
Each of us has a mission and calling in this Stewardship
life. Do you know what yours is? Pray to
the Lord this week and ask Him where He ——
wants you. DA
Bulletin Reflection
St. John the Baptist’s mission was to announce the
coming of the Lord. We hear that today as he points
out Jesus to the people.

The BREAD & WINE
for the week of January 11" was in honor of

Vera C. Merlo

There are many opportunities to have the Sanctuary
Lamp burn a week in memory of ... or perhaps
having the Bread & Wine in someone’s honor for a
week. We also have Altar Flowers that can be in
your loved ones name for the week. Visit the Parish
Office to arrange yours today!

Available Dates:
Sanctuary Lamp: January 26, February 2, 9, 16, 23
Bread & Wine: January 26, February 2, 9, 16
Altar Flowers: January 25, February 1, 8, 15

Please contact the Parish Office for more information.

Sunday: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday: St. Fabian; St. Sebastian

Wednesday: St. Agnes

Thursday: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children

Friday: St. Vincent; St. Marianne Cope

Saturday: St. Francis de Sales

There is a great power in prayer. It is our lifeline to
God. Through it we communicate with God, and
people are strengthened, helped, and made whole.

Do you know of some concern, or of some person
with a special need for whom we ought to pray? We
have 29 prayer warriors praying, please call Charles
Schmidt at 631-288-4243 and leave a message with
your prayer request.



https://membership

iy FOOD PANTRY
{ Some items our Food Pantry needs are:
< TOILETRIES, HEARTY-TYPE SOUPS &
#6 DIAPERS. But ANY food/toiletry is welcomed!

Neither Father Tom, nor any other staff member,
will ever contact you asking for money via email
or text. Please do not respond or reply to any such
requests.

Ever since Christmas we have heard how Jesus was
revealed over time to the wider world. He was made
manifest to the nearby shepherds on the night of his
birth. The magi followed the star from distant lands to
the east. Last week we heard that the Holy Spirit
descended like a dove, revealing Jesus at his baptism.
Today we hear John the Baptist see Jesus and testify,
“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world.” We say the same words at each Eucharist.
May they resonate with us today and always.
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NAVY: Ethan Bentley, Julia Blake, Michael J. DiLeo,
William Robesch, RJ Ruggiero, Matthew Worden, &
Cameron Worden
MARINES: Christopher Fencel
AIR FORCE: Joseph Ferraro III
USSF: Thomas Hellman

Please contact the Rectory @ 631-288-1423
to add a loved one to the military list

As soon as Christmas ends,
people begin planning for Easter!
Originally, the source of our
Paschal Triduum was but a single
liturgy extending from Saturday
sundown to sunrise on Easter
Sunday. The two days leading up to the liturgy were
days of fast, not only for the elect, but for the church
preparing to baptize them. A fifth-century pope
explained that the church imitated the apostles, who
were in hiding with their grief from the arrest of Jesus,
and therefore sacraments, even penance, were
forbidden.

Inevitably, though, people wanted to come together,
and so eventually a Liturgy of the Word developed for
Good Friday. This was the first step toward today’s
shape of the Triduum, and gradually new ideas were
embraced, including the veneration of the cross and a
simple Communion service. Interestingly, the Word
remained central, since we know that in those days the
pope did not receive Communion at this liturgy, even
though the faithful had that option. In the other
churches of Rome, priests and people received
Communion under both species. Although the custom
of Communion on Good Friday took hold, it did not
endure past the Middle Ages. The central liturgies of
the year slowly unraveled and disappeared from parish
life. Remember that there were no seminaries in those
days, and books were a rare luxury. Most priests could
only manage to celebrate a simple “low” Mass, and
few parishes could afford the ritual books that would
guide a priest through the complex forms. Holy Week
remained important in private devotion, but for a time
the liturgies virtually disappeared.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A LECTOR?

Do you like to read? Volunteer your time and
talents to join the Lector group! You’ll receive a
Lector book that gives you a deeper dive into the
day’s readings as well as pronunciation guides.
You will be scheduled for the Mass time you
prefer, and you’ll read on average 2 Masses a

month, possibly more during holidays and holy
days. You’ll read the announcements, the readings,
and the Prayers of the Faithful.

Please contact Beth at 631-495-5931 or
bethflanagan@optonline.net if you’d like to
participate in this ministry.
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Called to be a Family of Families

Open House

Sunday, January 25th
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Why OLQA?

» Faith-centered community rooted in Catholic values
« Individualized learning environment & dedicated teachers
+ Students grow spiritually, socially, and academically

EIEsEl & Come & See the
= amue  Catholic School Difference

LB 2 St Johns Place
< = - (23
|t] 631-878-1033 2= www.olgany.org Center Moriches. NY 11934




A
DID YOU KNOW?

You can use your IRA to make a meaningful gift to our
Church and potentially lower your taxes!

What is a Qualified Charitable Donation (QCD)?
A direct transfer of funds from your IRA to a qualified charity (like us!).
Available to those age 707 or older.

Key Benefits:

Counts Toward RMD: Satisfies your Required Minimum Distribution
(RMD) for the year.

Reduces Taxable Income: Lowers your Adjusted Gross Income (AGI).
No Itemizing Needed: You don't need to itemize deductions to benefit.
Tax-Free: The gift is tax-free for you.

Quick Facts for 2025:

Limit: Up to $108,000 per person.

Deadline: December 31st.

Must go directly from your IRA custodian to the charity.

How to Give via QCD:
Contact Your IRA Custodian: Ask them to send the funds directly to your
parish or Diocese and mention it's for a QCD.

We can help! If you need our EIN or have questions,
contact Barbara Kilarjian at 516-678-5800 ext. 257
or email her at bkilarjian@drvc.org.
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DIoCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE
WK OF THE BIsHor J..ury 25—3!.2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we celebrate Catholic Schools Week, I give thanks for the extraordinary gift of Catholic education and
for the students, families, educators, clergy, and benefactors who make our schools thrive across Long Island.

This year's observance begins on Word of God Sunday, reminding us that Sacred Scripture is not merely
studied, but proclaimed, prayed, and lived. In our Catholic schools, the Word of God forms minds and hearts
and draws students into 2 lifelong relationship with Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.

Our Catholic schools remain steadfast in four essential commitments. First, to be robustly Catholic, rooted in
daily prayer, the sacraments, and fidelity to the teachings of the Church. Under the patronage of St. Thomas
Aquinas and St. John Heary Newman, co-patrons of Catholic education, we affirm that faith and reason are
not rivals but companions, leading the mind to truth and the heart to God.

Second, to be academically excellent, forming the whole person. Guided by St. Thomas Aquinas’s love for
truth and inspired by St. Joha Henry Newman’s vision of education, our schools cultivate intellectual rigor,
disciplined inquiry, and thoughtful engagement with the world.

Third, to be safe and supportive, honoring the dignity of every child and fostering communities where students
are known, protected, and encouraged. Finally, to be kere fo stay, strengthened through responsible
stewardship and shared mission across parishes, families, and benefactors.

As Pope Leo XIV has reminded the Church, “education is not an ancillary activity, but forms the very fabric
of evangelization: it is the concrete way in which the Gospel becomes an educational gesture, a relationship, a
culture.™ Our schools exist so that students may discover their God-given dignity, discern their vocation, and
learn to live lives of joyful witness to Jesus Christ.

As we conclude Catholic Schools Week with the witness of St. John Bosco, 1 ask you to pray for our Catholic
schools, support them generously, and encourage families to consider the profound gift of a Catholic
education.

May the Word of God continue to be 2 light for our homes, parishes, and schools.

Sincerely yours in Chri
- O 20/\'@4——
erend John O. Barres
of Rockville Centre

' Pope Leo X1V, Dranwing New Maps of Hope (Vatican City- Libeeria Editrice Vaticana, 2025), 51.1.

Post Office Bax 9023, Rockville Centre, New York 11571-9023 # phone 516.678.5800 © fax 516.678.3138 * bishopsoffice@drvc.org



DIOCESE OF RockviLLe CENTRE 25-31 de enero de 2026

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo:

Al celebrar la Semana de las Escuelas Catélicas, doy gracias por el extraordinario don de la educacion catblica y por
los estudiantes, familias, educadores, clero y benefactores que hacen florecer nuestras escuelas en todo Long Island.

La celebracion de este aiio comienza en ¢l Domingo de la Palabra de Dios, recordéndonos que la Sagrada Escritura
0o solo se estudia, sino que se proclama, se ora y se vive. En nuestras escuelas catélicas, la Palabra de Dios forma la
mente y el corazén y conduce 2 los estudiantes a una relacién de por vida con Jesucristo, el Verbo hecho carne.

Nuestras escuelas catilicas permanecen firmes en cuatro compromisos esenciales. Primero, ser profundamente
catélicas, arraigadas en la oracién diaria, los sacramentos y la fidelidad a las ensefianzas de la Iglesia. Bajo el
patrocinio de Santo Tomis de Aquino y San John Henry Newman, copatronos de Ia educacién catélica, afirmamos
que la fe y Ia razéa no son rivales, sino compaiieras, que conducen la mente a la verdad y el corazén a Dios.

Segundo, ser académicamente excelentes, formando a la persona en su totalidad. Guiadas por ¢l amor a la verdad de
Santo Tomds de Aquino e inspiradas por la visién educativa de San John Henry Newman, nuestras escuelas fomentan
el rigor intelectual, la investigacién disciplinada y un compromiso reflexivo con el mundo.

Tercero, ser seguras y solidarias, honrando la dignidad de cada niiio y promoviendo comunidades donde los
estudiantes sean conocidos, protegidos y alentados. Finalmente, estin aguf para permanecer, fortalecidas mediante
una administracién responsable y una misién compartida entre parroquias, familias y benefactores.

Como ha recordado el Papa Leén XIV a la Iglesia, “/la educacién no es una actividad secundaria, sino que constituye
el tejido mismo de la evangelizacién: es la manera concreta en que el Evangelio se convierte en un gesto educativo, en
una relacion, en una cultura.™ Nuestras escuelas existen para que los estudiantes descubran la dignidad que Dios les
ha dado, disciernan su vocacidéa y aprendan a vivir vidas de gozoso testimonio de Jesucristo.

Al concluir la Semana de las Escuelas Catélicas con el testimonio de San Juan Bosco, les pido que oren por nuestras
escuelas catblicas, las apoyen generosamente y animen a las familias a considerar el profundo don de una educacién
catéblica.

Que la Palabra de Dios continie siendo luz para nuestros hogares, parroquias y escuelas.

Sinceramente en Cristo,

LR O [Barte—

4 simo Monseiior John O. Barres
pp de Rockville Centre

'PmLedn)dV.Tmmmdcm(ded Vaticano: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2025), § 1.1

Post Offsce Box 9023, Rockville Centre, New York 11571-9323 o phone 3166785800 # fax 516.675.3138 * hishopsoffice@drve. g
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Real Estate Salesperson
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