
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

 
Saturday 
5:00pm Vigil Mass 
 
 

Sunday 
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 
6:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
 

 
Daily Mass  
8:00am Monday through Friday  
The Rosary is recited immediately after daily Mass 
 
Holy Days   
Vigil @ 7:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
Day @ 8:00am, 12:00pm, & 7:00pm 
 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
The FIRST FRIDAYS (Novena & silent adoration to 
Sacred Heart) of each month at 8:30am and the LAST 
MONDAYS of each month at 7:00pm in the Church.   
 
 
Confessions 
Every Saturday 4:00pm to 4:45pm 

STAFF 
Rev. Thomas Pers, Pastor 

 
Deacon Joseph Byrne 

Deacon Mark Herrmann 
 

Shawn Pinson, Sacristan 
Renee Stakey, Music Director 

Donna Cosme, Director of Religious Education 
Mary Lou Giacobbe, Asst to Director of Religious Ed 

Linda Geoghan, Parish Secretary 
Juan Vicente, Maintenance Manager 

 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9:00am to 5:00pm 
CLOSED Friday, Saturday, Sunday, & Holidays 

 
 

Parish Office              631-288-1423 
    Fax 631-288-5498 
         parishoffice@iccwhb.org 
 
Religious Education    631-288-4188 
    Fax 631-288-8215 
           religioused@iccwhb.org 
 
Queen of Apostles, Regional School     631-878-1033 
 
Spanish Apostolate    
Rev. José Luis Tenas    631-914-1538 

 

 
 

 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
Beth Hard & Linda O’Brien 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Michael Berdinka, Tom Day, Lori Francescani, 

Lisa Guzman, Tara Hudson, Verna Merkel, 
& Amabilia Estrada Ruiz 

 

PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 

Kevin Dwyer, Beth Hard, Daily Hill, 
Christine Lennon, Linda O’Brien, Scott O’Brien, 

Joe Sala, & Michael Strebel 



MASSES FOR THE WEEK SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Monday: Jas 1:1-11; Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18; Mk 8:14-21 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; 2 Cor 5:20-6:2;  
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Dr 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Lk 5:27-32 
Sunday: Gn 2:7-9, 3:1-7;  

Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19; Mt 4:1-11 

TODAY’S READINGS 

Sirach 15:15–20 There is set before you fire and 
water, life and death. 

Psalm 119 “Blessed are they who follow the law of 
the Lord!” 

1 Corinthians 2:6–10 Eye has not seen, ear has not 
heard what God has prepared for us. 

Matthew 5:17–37 So it was said to your ancestors; or 
5:20–22a, 27–28, but I say this to you.33–34a, 37 
 

Keeping the commandments will save us, Sirach says 
in the first reading, for God’s wisdom is infinite and 
all-powerful. In the Gospel, Jesus expands on four 
commandments in particular, laying out their 
implications and explaining the spirit of each. For 
those who take the commandments to heart, the 
kingdom of heaven awaits. Let us examine our 
consciences, conscious that we have the power to 
choose between good and evil, between life and 
death. 

Saturday February 14 
5:00pm John Ansalone (Fr. Tom) 
Sunday February 15 
8:00am Peter Vincelli (Fr. Tom) 
9:30am Michael T. Triolo (Fr. Tom) 
11:00am Claudio Bottero (Fr. Tom) 
6:00pm The People of the Parish (Fr. Jose) 
Monday February 16 
8:00am James Rafel 
Tuesday February 17 
8:00am (Guild Mass) Christopher Schmidt; 

Intentions of Rui Rego; Intentions of 
Armin Holdorf; Intentions of  

 Trish Terry  
Wednesday February 18 
8:00am John Brown 
12:00pm Salvatore Golfo 
5:30pm (Spanish) The People of the Parish 
Thursday February 19 
8:00am  Intentions of  
  Mother Mary Rose O. Carm 
Friday  February 20 
8:00am John Lowe 
Saturday February 21 
4:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm John Collins (Fr. Tom) 
Sunday February 22 
8:00am The People of the Parish (Fr. Tom) 
9:30am Michael T. Triolo (Msgr. Mirro) 
11:00am Robert M. Michalowski (1st Anniversary 

in Heaven) (Fr. Tom) 
6:00pm Poor Souls in Purgatory (Fr. Jose) 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

DATE COLLECTION AMOUNT 

02/08/2026 Weekly Collection $3,674.00 

02/09/2025 Weekly Collection $4,061.16  

Thank you for your continuous support!  

MASS ATTENDANCE 
 

DATE 
 

5pm 
 

8am 
 

9:30am 
 

11am 
 

6pm 
 

TOTAL 

01/18/26 144 82 120 176 185 707 

01/25/26 178 38 16 9 xxx 241 

02/01/26 130 146 230 175 209 890 

02/08/26 53 54 135 115 148 505 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

The 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
The 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal is happening in 
our parish and in parishes across the Diocese.  Please 
give prayerful consideration to help fund the essential 
ministries and services supported by this appeal.   
 
Goal     $ 62,100.00 
Total Pledged    $ 29,425.00 
Payments Received   $ 29,200.00 
 
Donors:   85   % of Goal:  47.38% 
 
The parish will receive 20% of the goal once all 
pledged payments are received.  The parish will 

receive an additional 80% of monies pledged & 
received over goal.   

SECOND COLLECTION 

This weekend, February 14/15, our second collection 
is for FUEL.  This collection will help defray the cost 
of heating all Parish buildings.  Thank you for your 
generous contributions—may God continue to bless 
you in your giving! 



There is a great power in prayer.  It is our lifeline to 
God.  Through it we communicate with God, and 
people are strengthened, helped, and made whole. 

 

Do you know of some concern, or of some person 
with a special need for whom we ought to pray?  We 
have 29 prayer warriors praying, please call Charles 
Schmidt at 631-288-4243 and leave a message with 
your prayer request. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Living Stewardship  
What is one thing you could do this week 
to be at service to God and neighbor? 
Whatever you do, offer it up to give glory 
to God. 

 
Bulletin Reflection  

In today’s Gospel we are taught by Jesus how to live.   

REFLECTIONS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious Education Office Hours are: 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday  

9am to 5pm 
631-288-4188 

 
A PRAYER FOR FEBRUARY 

This is my commandment:  
love one another as I love you. 

~ John 15:12  

 
DATES TO REMEMBER FOR FEBRUARY 

 
February 15 - 18 
NO CLASSES - Winter Break 
 
Wednesday, February 18 

Ash Wednesday - Lent begins  
Please attend a Mass or Service today 
 
Saturday, February 28 

Level 8 Retreat - PC 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Presidents’ Day  
Tuesday: The Seven Founders of the Servite-Order 
Wednesday: Ash Wednesday 
Saturday: St. Peter Damian 

Dear Lord,  
Thank you for the gift of a new month and the opportunities 
it brings. As we begin this February, we pray that you will fill 
our hearts and homes with your Joy. May we embrace the 
beauty of each day, finding delight in the little things. Help us 
to cultivate gratitude for all you have given us. Let our spirits 
be uplifted, and may we spread joy like a warm light in the 
world. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. The BREAD & WINE, ALTAR 

FLOWERS, & SANCTUARY LAMP 
 

There are many opportunities to have the Sanctuary 
Lamp burn a week in memory of … or perhaps 
having the Bread & Wine in someone’s honor for a 
week.  We also have Altar Flowers that can be 
admired in your loved ones name for the week.  Visit 
the Parish Office to arrange yours today! 
 

Available Dates: 
Sanctuary Lamp: February 23, March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Bread & Wine: March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Altar Flowers: April 26, May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

 

Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 

SACRAMENTALS 

Congratulations to the following students who 
received Honor Roll certificates for the Second 
Quarter at Saint Anthony’s High School: 
 

Matilda Ferran  
Jaiel Lindo-Jean Louis  

Christian Pinto 
 

Keep up the great work! 

All Parish Offices will be 

CLOSED 
Monday, February 16th  

in observation of 
Presidents’ Day  



PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Jeffrey Davis, Jake Ekhart, Millie Ferrin,  
Eve McNeil, Fay Mack, & Nancy Ruffell 

 

 
Please call the Parish Office (631-288-1423) to add/delete a 
name to the sick list.  This list will be cleared occasionally. 

Tuesdays at 2pm in the Parish Center 
Try this spiritual practice, it will surprise you! 

MEDITATION with Deacon Joe 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

In what aspect of my life do I need to accept 
God’s wisdom and the Spirit’s guidance and 
change my behavior? 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The law teaches against murder. The Lord Jesus 
upholds this law and then amplifies it in his 
commandment against anger. The law teaches against 
dishonesty. The Lord Jesus goes one step further and 
teaches against doubting another’s honesty. The law 
is only the beginning of justice and mercy. In this 
sacrament of the altar, our Lord Jesus shows the way 
to the full flowering of the kingdom. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LITURGY OF THE DAY  

On this final Sunday before Lent, our readings 
remind us of the commandments. God’s infinite 
wisdom has given us laws that enable us to live a 
good, righteous life. Since we enter Lent later this 
week, today is a good opportunity to ask ourselves 
how we are keeping the commandments, especially 
the supreme commandment to love God and 
neighbor. Let us reflect on this as we prepare to 
receive the Lord in the Eucharist. 

NAVY: Ethan Bentley, Julia Blake, Michael J. DiLeo,  
William Robesch, RJ Ruggiero, Matthew Worden, & 

Cameron Worden   
MARINES: Christopher Fencel 
AIR FORCE: Joseph Ferraro III 

USSF: Thomas Hellman 
 

Please contact the Rectory @ 631-288-1423  
to add a loved one to the military list 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

FOOD PANTRY  
Some items our Food Pantry needs are: 
TOILETRIES, HEARTY-TYPE SOUPS & 

JELLY.  But ANY food/toiletry is welcomed!   

eGiving makes it easy to give, anytime, 
anywhere.  To continue lifesaving 
ministries and outreach in our parish 
community, we depend on generous 
online donations from our church 
family.  We prayerfully invite you to use eGiving 
from your computer, smartphone, or tablet to set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. 

 

FAITH DIRECT 
Enrolling with Faith Direct will provide Immaculate 
Conception with consistent support and simplify your 
giving without the use of envelopes.  Visit:  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY66 
Thank you for your continued support! 

eGIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

“If you choose you can keep the 
commandments,” Sirach tells us. God 
“has set before you fire and water; to 
whichever you choose, stretch forth 
your hand” (Sirach 15:15, 16). This is a 
great mystery: God does not control us 

so completely that we cannot choose our own path. 
We have certain boundaries, of course, but no one but 
we can choose our way within those boundaries. 
  
In today’s reading from Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 
reminds us of our freedom and our responsibility for 
our lives. He calls us to look beyond the words of the 
commandments, all the way to their meaning. Look 
beyond the adultery to the selfishness that poisons our 
love. Look beyond the murder to the anger that eats 
away at our compassion. Look beyond the perjured 
testimony to the lies and deception that drive our 
behavior.  
  
Our vocation is to choose life for ourselves, and to 
choose a path through our part of the world that helps 
make life possible and more abundant for others as 
well.  

THE CURE 
The only known cure for fear is faith. 

~ Lena K. Sadler 

https://membership


LENT 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Mass Schedule 

February 18, 2026 
Ashes will be distributed  

at all Masses & Liturgies on Ash Wednesday 

 

8:00am Mass 
12:00pm  Mass 
4:00pm  Liturgy of the Word 
5:30pm Spanish Mass 
8:00pm Liturgy of the Word 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, a Christian 
season of repentance and preparation for Easter, 
marked most visibly by the placing of ashes on the 
forehead as a reminder of human mortality and the 
call to spiritual renewal. It’s observed by many 
Western Christian traditions, including Catholics, 
Anglicans, Lutherans, and others.  
 
• Beginning of Lent: It starts a 40‑day period 

(excluding Sundays) of fasting, prayer, and 
almsgiving leading up to Easter.  

• Symbol of Ashes: The ashes—usually from 
burned palm branches from the previous year’s 
Palm Sunday—are placed on the forehead in the 
shape of a cross. They symbolize repentance, 
humility, and the biblical reminder “you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.”  

• Biblical Roots: While Ash Wednesday itself isn’t 
commanded in Scripture, the use of ashes as a 
sign of repentance appears throughout the Old 
Testament (e.g., Job, Daniel, Jonah). Early 
Christian communities adopted this symbolism 
over time. 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 
FAST AND ABSTINENCE 

There is a limit of one full meal on Ash Wednesday 

and Good Friday for all between the ages of 18 and 

59 inclusive.  All who have reached their 14th year are 

bound to abstain totally from meat on that day and 

ALL Fridays in Lent. 

EASTER DUTY OBLIGATION 
After they have received their First Holy Communion, 

Catholics are bound by the obligation of receiving Holy 

Communion at least once a year.  This precept should be 

fulfilled during the Easter Season.  Catholics are also 

bound to confess serious (mortal) sins at least once a year, 

but this is not limited to the Lenten/Easter Season. 

EASTER FLOWERS 
Easter Flowers can be dedicated to or in memory of 
your loved ones.  Their names will be printed in the 
bulletin after Easter.  A minimum suggested offering is 
$25.  You may use the envelopes you receive in the mail 
or use envelopes you may find in the lobby of the Church 
and you can place them either in the collection baskets 
during Mass or drop off at the Parish Office.  Thank you! 

ENGLISH: 
Every Friday at 4pm during Lent 

SPANISH: 
Every Friday at 7:30pm during Lent 

RECONCILIATION 
Every Saturday from 4-4:45pm 

 

Special Day of Reconciliation 
Monday, March 30th 

2-4pm & 6-9pm  

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION 
Our Collection on Good Friday supports the Christian 
communities in the Holy Land. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

 LENTEN SUGGESTED PENANCE 
PRAYER 

• Add a short daily prayer routine, like Morning 
Prayer, Night Prayer, or a decade of the Rosary. 
• Spend 10 minutes a day in silent prayer or 
Scripture meditation. 
• Attend one weekday Mass each week. 
• Pray the Stations of the Cross on Fridays. 
• Replace idle phone scrolling with reading a 
spiritual book for 10 minutes. 





The Catholic Faith Network (CFN) will continue our immense 
Telethon tradition this year! This exciting event will commence on 
Saturday, February 28th from 2pm and continue through 
Monday, March 2nd at 8:30am. Guaranteed to be the most 
engaging telethon to date, the entertainment will continue with many 
surprise guests along with our on-air family that you have come to 
know. Please join the excitement and consider pledging! The process 
is easy, you can pledge securely online by visiting www.CFNtv.org. 
We know we can continue to count on you, as we always have! CFN 

is available throughout the Tri-State Area on Optimum, channel 29/137; Verizon FiOS TV channel 296; 
Spectrum, channel 162/471. Additionally, you can tune in nationwide on the following streaming services – 
Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Roku, Android TV, and Apple TV.  

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

By the early 1950s some scholars 
were calling for the restoration of 
Communion of the faithful on 
Good Friday, since by then only a 
priest received, consuming the host 
from the Holy Thursday repository. 

In 1955 the new Good Friday liturgy was timed to 
begin at three o’clock everywhere, and included the 
option of Holy Communion, but without the 
Precious Blood that had originally been part of the 
liturgy. Today, there is increasing debate among 
theologians. Some feel that it would be better to 
fast from the Eucharist on Good Friday, focusing 
on the mystery of the cross and highlighting the 
Easter Communion. Others say that this 
Communion infuses the sadness of the day with 
awareness of Christ’s victory. It is not a day of 
mourning, of course, and the Passion according to 
John grounds the liturgy in a sense of Christ’s 
victory over death and the triumph of the cross. The 
tradition is rich and varied, and we are still in the 
early stages of recovering an ancient way of doing 
things. 
  
Why do we call the day “good”? The English and 
Dutch languages share this name, and its origin 
stems from the name “God’s Friday.” The 
traditional name for the day in Latin is Feria VI in 
Parasceve, which translates as “The Sixth Day of 
the Week of Preparation.” Other languages make do 
with “Holy Friday.” In another part of England, as 
in Denmark, the people used to call it “Long 
Friday,” a good description for a quiet day without 
work and no chance for play or a good meal! 

WEIGHTY 
An ounce of practice is worth a pound of preaching. 

~ John Ray 

http://www.CFNtv.org









