
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
March 1, 2026 

Church of the 
IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION 

P.O. Box 1227 
580 Main Street 

Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 

Website: iccwhb.org 
Parish email:  parishoffice@iccwhb.org 
FB:  www.facebook.com/iccwhb 
YouTube:  www.youtube.com/@iccwhb 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

 
Saturday 
5:00pm Vigil Mass 
 
 

Sunday 
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 
6:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
 

 
Daily Mass  
8:00am Monday through Friday  
The Rosary is recited immediately after daily Mass 
 
Holy Days   
Vigil @ 7:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
Day @ 8:00am, 12:00pm, & 7:00pm 
 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
The FIRST FRIDAYS (Novena & silent adoration to 
Sacred Heart) of each month at 8:30am and the LAST 
MONDAYS of each month at 7:00pm in the Church.   
 
 
Confessions 
Every Saturday 4:00pm to 4:45pm 

STAFF 
Rev. Thomas Pers, Pastor 

 
Deacon Joseph Byrne 

Deacon Mark Herrmann 
 

Shawn Pinson, Sacristan 
Renee Stakey, Music Director 

Donna Cosme, Director of Religious Education 
Mary Lou Giacobbe, Asst to Director of Religious Ed 

Linda Geoghan, Parish Secretary 
Juan Vicente, Maintenance Manager 

 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9:00am to 5:00pm 
CLOSED Friday, Saturday, Sunday, & Holidays 

 
 

Parish Office              631-288-1423 
    Fax 631-288-5498 
         parishoffice@iccwhb.org 
 
Religious Education    631-288-4188 
    Fax 631-288-8215 
           religioused@iccwhb.org 
 
Queen of Apostles, Regional School     631-878-1033 
 
Spanish Apostolate    
Rev. José Luis Tenas    631-914-1538 

 

 
 

 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
Beth Hard & Linda O’Brien 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Michael Berdinka, Tom Day, Lori Francescani, 

Lisa Guzman, Tara Hudson, Verna Merkel, 
& Amabilia Estrada Ruiz 

 

PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 

Kevin Dwyer, Beth Hard, Daily Hill, 
Christine Lennon, Linda O’Brien, Scott O’Brien, 

Joe Sala, & Michael Strebel 



MASSES FOR THE WEEK SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; 

Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;  

Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 

Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21; 
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;  
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Sunday: Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; 
Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 

TODAY’S READINGS 

Genesis 12:1–4a The call of Abraham  
Psalm 33 “Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place 
our trust in you.”  
2 Timothy 1:8b–10 “Bear your share of hardship for 
the gospel.”  
Matthew 17:1–9 Jesus is transfigured.  
 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased,” we hear in today’s Gospel as Jesus is 
transfigured at the top of a high mountain. “Listen to 
him.” Listening is important, so important that it is 
the Father’s sole command to the three disciples who 
accompanied Jesus up the mountain. Let us now obey 
that command and listen to God’s word—to 
Abraham, from Paul to Timothy, and Matthew’s 
account of the Transfiguration—for we too are the 
Son’s disciples, eager to grow in faith and 
understanding. 

Saturday February 28 
5:00pm Dean McAllister (Fr. Peter) 
Sunday March 1 
8:00am Baby Eloise Atkinson (Fr. Peter) 
9:30am Donald Ross (Fr. Tom) 
11:00am Michael T. Triolo (Fr. Tom) 
6:00pm The People of the Parish (Fr. Jose) 
Monday March 2 
8:00am Intentions of Martin C. 
Tuesday March 3 
8:00am Intentions of Janusz S. 
Wednesday March 4 
8:00am (Guild Mass) Poor Souls in Purgatory 
Thursday March 5 
8:00am  Henriqueta Stoffel 
Friday  March 6 
8:00am Ana Moreira 
Saturday March 7 
4:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm Cindy Matos (Fr. Peter) 
Sunday March 8 
8:00am Joy McGratty (Fr. Tom) 
9:30am Phyllis Anderson Hunt (Fr. Tom) 
11:00am The People of the Parish (Fr. Peter) 
6:00pm Poor Souls in Purgatory (Fr. Jose) 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

The 2026 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
The 2026 Catholic Ministries Appeal is happening in 
our parish and in parishes across the Diocese.  Please 
give prayerful consideration to help fund the essential 
ministries and services supported by this appeal.   
 
Goal     $ 65,205.00 
Total Pledged    $   3,565.00 
Payments Received   $   1,805.00 
 
Donors:   10     % of Goal:  5.47% 
 
The parish will receive 20% of the goal once all 
pledged payments are received.  The parish will 

receive an additional 80% of monies pledged & 
received over goal.   

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

Due to the Blizzard of 2026 and time constraints on 
printing the bulletin, the weekly collection figures 

from February 22nd will be reflected in next 
weekend’s bulletin.  Thank you. 

Daylight Savings Time  
March 8, 2026 

It’s time to spring-ahead! Set your 
clocks ahead one hour before you go 
to bed next Saturday night!  

SORE SHINS 
Don’t break your shin on a stool  

that is not in your way. 
~ Irish proverb  



There is a great power in prayer.  It is our lifeline to 
God.  Through it we communicate with God, and 
people are strengthened, helped, and made whole. 

 

Do you know of some concern, or of some person 
with a special need for whom we ought to pray?  We 
have 29 prayer warriors praying, please call Charles 
Schmidt at 631-288-4243 and leave a message with 
your prayer request. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Jeffrey Davis, Jake Ekhart, Millie Ferrin,  
Eve McNeil, Fay Mack, & Nancy Ruffell 

 

 
Please call the Parish Office (631-288-1423) to add/delete a 
name to the sick list.  This list will be cleared occasionally. 

Living Stewardship  
The Transfiguration appears in the Rosary 
as the 4th Luminous Mystery. This Lent, 
take up praying the Rosary as a daily 
spiritual practice- you’ll be happy you did.  

 
Bulletin Reflection  

In today’s Gospel, we hear the story of the 
Transfiguration. 

REFLECTIONS 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

How can I see myself transfigured 
between now and Easter? How will 
accepting my cross and following Jesus 
more closely help transform my life? 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious Education Office Hours are: 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday  

9am to 5pm 
631-288-4188 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Second Sunday of Lent 
Tuesday: St. Katharine Drexel 
Wednesday: St. Casimir 
Friday: Abstinence; World Day of Prayer  
Saturday: Ss. Perpetua and Felicity  

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The disciples gathered around the Lord Jesus on the 
holy mountain of transfiguration. Today we gather 
around this holy table to celebrate the glory of the 
Risen Lord’s presence in the Eucharist. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LITURGY OF THE DAY  

Today we hear the account of Jesus’ transfiguration, 
when the Lord suddenly shone like the sun in front of 
his closest disciples, knocking them to the ground in 
awe. On this second Sunday of Lent, we realize that 
we still have the opportunity to transform our lives, to 
become a different person, to shine like the sun and 
amaze those closest to us. May this celebration of the 
Eucharist strengthen us to transfigure our lives and 
make them more closely conform to our Lord’s. 

TRUE FRIENDSHIP 
A true friend can hear a tear drop. 

~ Anonymous 



Tuesdays at 2pm in the Parish Center 
Try this spiritual practice, it will surprise you! 

MEDITATION with Deacon Joe 

NAVY: Ethan Bentley, Julia Blake, Michael J. DiLeo,  
William Robesch, RJ Ruggiero, Matthew Worden, & 

Cameron Worden   
MARINES: Christopher Fencel 
AIR FORCE: Joseph Ferraro III 

USSF: Thomas Hellman 
 

Please contact the Rectory @ 631-288-1423  
to add a loved one to the military list 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

FOOD PANTRY  
Some items our Food Pantry needs are: 
TOILETRIES, HEARTY-TYPE SOUPS & 

JELLY.  But ANY food/toiletry is welcomed!   

eGiving makes it easy to give, anytime, 
anywhere.  To continue lifesaving 
ministries and outreach in our parish 
community, we depend on generous 
online donations from our church 
family.  We prayerfully invite you to use eGiving 
from your computer, smartphone, or tablet to set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. 

 

FAITH DIRECT/PARISH SOFT 
Enrolling with Faith Direct will provide Immaculate 
Conception with consistent support and simplify your 
giving without the use of envelopes.  Visit:  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY66 
Thank you for your continued support! 

eGIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ALTAR BREAD & WINE, ALTAR 
FLOWERS & SANCTUARY LAMP 

 
There are many opportunities to have the Sanctuary 
Lamp burn a week in memory of … or perhaps 
having the Bread & Wine in someone’s honor for a 
week.  We also have Altar Flowers that can be 
admired in your loved ones name for the week.  Visit 
the Parish Office to arrange yours today! 
 

Available Dates: 
Sanctuary Lamp: March 9, 16, 23, 30 
Bread & Wine: March 9, 16, 23, 30 

Altar Flowers: April 26, May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
 

Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 

SACRAMENTALS 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

The Blessed Sacrament was not 
reserved in church buildings in 
the first centuries of the church. 
In those early years, of course, 
people met in borrowed “house 
churches,” gathering on the 
Lord’s Day for community, 
apostolic teaching, the breaking 
of the bread, and the prayers, as 
Acts of the Apostles tells us. 
Dispersed, people went their 

way into the workaday world until the next assembly. 
Weighing down their hearts was the absence of 
brothers and sisters, not only the sick, but those 
imprisoned for the faith. No wonder they developed a 
way of extending the food of the Holy Table to them. 
  
Forty years ago, every altar boy in training heard about 
Saint Tarcisius. He was a twelve-year-old boy at the 
time of intense persecution in fourth-century Rome. 
His community had begun to convey the consecrated 
bread from their Eucharist to those condemned to 
death or awaiting trial. Normally deacons did this, but 
on one occasion, it was necessary to send the boy to 
bear the holy mysteries to the prison. The legend says 
that he was an athlete, and was detained on the way by 
some playmates who wanted him to join in their game. 
When he refused, they demanded to know what he was 
carrying. The situation went from bad to worse, and he 
was badly beaten and died of his injuries. A hundred 
years later, a pope called him a second St. Stephen. In 
the nineteenth century, Cardinal Nicholas Wiseman of 
England wrote a novel in which he expanded the story 
and popularized it. By then, no one seemed to notice 
that this twelve-year-old was actually touching and 
ministering the Eucharist, unthinkable until recently. 
Scholars say the story rings true: the first reason for 
setting some Eucharistic bread aside was not 
adoration, but Communion of the sick. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A LECTOR? 
 

Do you like to read? Volunteer your time and 
talents to join the Lector group! You’ll receive a 
Lector book that gives you a deeper dive into the 
day’s readings as well as pronunciation guides.    
You will be scheduled for the Mass time you 
prefer, and you’ll read on average 2 Masses a 
month, possibly more during holidays and holy 
days. You’ll read the announcements, the readings, 
and the Prayers of the Faithful. 
 

Please contact Beth at 631-495-5931 or 
bethflanagan@optonline.net if you’d like to participate in this 
ministry.     

https://membership
mailto:bethflanagan@optonline.net


LENT 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 
FAST AND ABSTINENCE 

There is a limit of one full meal on Good Friday for 

all between the ages of 18 and 59 inclusive.  All who 

have reached their 14th year are bound to abstain 

totally from meat on that day and ALL Fridays in 

Lent. 

EASTER DUTY OBLIGATION 
After they have received their First Holy Communion, 

Catholics are bound by the obligation of receiving Holy 

Communion at least once a year.  This precept should be 

fulfilled during the Easter Season.  Catholics are also 

bound to confess serious (mortal) sins at least once a year, 

but this is not limited to the Lenten/Easter Season. 

EASTER FLOWERS 
Easter Flowers can be dedicated to or in memory of 
your loved ones.  Their names will be printed in the 
bulletin after Easter.  A minimum suggested offering is 
$25.  You may use the envelopes you receive in the mail 
or use envelopes you may find in the lobby of the Church 
and you can place them either in the collection baskets 
during Mass or drop off at the Parish Office.  Thank you! 

ENGLISH: 
Every Friday at 4pm during Lent 

SPANISH: 
Every Friday at 7:30pm during Lent 

RECONCILIATION 
Every Saturday from 4-4:45pm 

 

Special Day of Reconciliation 
Monday, March 30th 

2-4pm & 6-9pm  

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION 
Our Collection on Good Friday supports the Christian 
communities in the Holy Land. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

 LENTEN SUGGESTED PENANCE 
 

Fasting 
• Give up a specific food or habit that genuinely costs 
you something (sweets, snacking, soda, alcohol). 
• Fast from complaining, gossip, or negative self-

talk. 
• Limit screen time after a certain hour. 
• Skip one meal a week and offer it for someone 

who needs prayer. 
• Choose a “digital fast” one day a week - no social 

media. 



WOMEN’S BIBLE 
STUDY 

at  
Immaculate Conception Church 

in Our Lady’s Hall 
 

We begin Thursday, February 26th  
9:30am   Chat/Coffee/Tea 

10:00am  Study begins promptly  
Zoom is also available for those unable to attend in person 

  

"EVANGELIZATION – AND THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES” 
   
All are Welcome … Join us on this journey, which will involve us in learning about St. Luke, the 
Evangelist, his New Testament Gospel and Acts of the Apostles.  ACTS, “written as a sequel to Luke’s 
Gospel, tells the story of the birth and spread of the Church starting in Jerusalem, and how today, each one of 
us has a role to play in the ‘New Evangelization.”  
 
On this journey with St. Luke in the Spring and the Fall of 2026, we study the Acts of the Apostles, discuss 
magnificent Religious Paintings, learn about St. Luke’s life and journey with St. Paul, discuss Pentecost and 
it’s significance, and meditate with Lectio Davina.  All designed to inspire, and to enhance our understanding 
of the role the first Evangelists played proclaiming and spreading the Gospel of Christ.     
   
We hope you will decide to join us on Thursdays for our ICC Women’s Bible Study.  It is a wonderful way to 
engage with amazing women who want to learn, to discuss Scripture, share ideas, find comfort in shared life 
stories, and enhance your knowledge of the The New Testament/St. Luke’s writings, his role, and the role of 
the Annunciation, St. Peter, St. Paul and other Evangelists in spreading the Gospel. 
  
NOTE:  To Register and reserve a copy of the Bible Study book, or have any questions, please email: 

mtpilo.esq@gmail.com or Kris0330@optonline.net 

mailto:mtpilo.esq@gmail.com
mailto:Kris0330@optonline.net



















