MATTHEW 13:44-52




STAFF
Reyv. Thomas Pers, Pastor

Deacon Joseph Byme
Deacon Mark Herrmann

Shawn Pinson, Sacristan
Renee Stakev. Music Director
Donna Cosme, Director of Relisious Education
Mary Lou Giacobbe, Asst to Director of Religious Ed
Linda Geoghan, Parish Secretary
Victor Nicotra, Maintenance Manager

Parish Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday
9:00am to 3: '

CLOSED Friday: Ssturday. Sunday. & Holidays
Parich Office 631-288-1423
Fax 631-288-5498

parishoffice@iccwhb.org

Religious Education 631-288-4188
Fax  631-288-8215

Queen of Apostles, Regional School  631-878-1033

Celebration of the Eucharist

Saturdayv

5-:00pm Viml Mass

Sunday
B:00am_9:30am_11:00am

6:00pm (Spanish Mass)

Dailv Mass

£:00am Monday through Fnday

The Rosary 15 recited immediately afier daily Mass

Holv Davs

Vil @ 7-00pm (Spanish Mass)

Day (@ 8:00am, 12:00pm. & 7:00pm

Eunchanstic Adoration

The FIRST FRIDAYS (Novena & silent adoration to
Sacred Heart) of each month at 8:30am and the LAST
MONDAYS of each month at 7:00pm in the Church

Confessions
Every Saturday 4:00pm to 4:45pm

Spanish Apostolate
Rev. José Luis Tenas 631-914-1538
PARISH TRUSTEES

Beth Hard & Linda O Brien

PARISH COUNCIL
Michael Berdinka Tom Day, Lor: Francescani
Tara Hudzon. Vema Merkel
& Amabilia Estrada Ruiz

PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE

Beth Hard, Daily Hill. Chnistine Lennon,
Linda O'Brien Scott O'Brien, Joe Sala
& Michael Strebel

MARRIAGES: Arrangements should be made at least 1 year in advance. Marriage dates may be made
only with the priest afier he interviews the couple, Please call the Parish Office (6 set up an

appointment. Pre- Cana classes are required,

BAPTISMS: Parenis are required to atiend one evening class before Baptism; and are encouraged to
artend class during pregnancy. Baptismal class 1s held on the 1" Wednesday of January, March, May,
July, September, and November. Baptisms take place the 1™ Sunday of each month, To register for Baplism,

please contact the Parish Office.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING THE SICK:

Emergency calls for the Sacraments for the seriously ill may be made any time of the day or nizht,
every day of the year, The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will also be celebrated every second
Friday of the month at the 8;00am Mass. All those who are seriously tll, including those preparing for
surgery of a hospital stay, are invited to receive the Sacrament.




Meondav: Ex 32:15-24_, 30-34; P= 106:19-23;
Mt 13:31-33
Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b6-0, 28: P 103:6-13;

Mt 13-36-43

Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35. Ps 99-5-7 9. In 11:19-27

or Lk 10-38-42

Thursday: Ex 40:16-21_34-38: Ps §4:3-6a_8a 11:

Mt 13:47-53

Friday: Lv 23:1_4-11_ 13-16_ 27 34b-37;
Ps 81:3-6. 10-11ab; Mt 13:34-38
Saturday: Lv 25:1_8-17: Ps67:2-3_3, 7-8:;
Nt 14-1-12
Sunday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6_9:
2Pt 1:16-19: Mt 17:1-9

1 Kings 3:5, 7—12 Solomon asks for an understanding
heart.

Psalm 119 “Lord, 1 love vour commands.”

Romans 8:28-30 God predestined us to be
conformed to the image of the Son.

Maithew [3:44-52 "The kingdom of heaven or
13:44-46 15 like a treasure buried in a field ™

Today s readings engage us on a search for treasure.
Given a chance to ask for amything from God.
Solomon does not ask for niches, good heslth ora
long life, but for an understanding heart so that he can
rule his people wisely. God grves lum the treasure of
unparalleled wasdom. In the Gospel. Jesus tells lus
disciples that the kingdom of heaven 1s like a treasure
buried in a ficld or a pearl of great price. each of
which leads a person to sell all that they have mn order
to acquire 1t Let us prav for the wisdom to see the
treasure we have in our farth and the reward we long
for 1n the knngdom of heaven

06/28/36 | 210 280 185 | 246 | 180 1111
0705726 | 153 243 175 | 250 | 260 1061
6712726 | 189 309 | 276 | 230 | 184 | 1218
071936 | 215 | 295 | 240 | 250 | 120 | 1120

07/19/2026 | Weckly Collection | $10.103.00
07/2072025 | Weekly Collection | $10.212.00

Thank yvou for vour confinuous support!

Saturday
3:00pm
Sunday
&:00am
8:30am

9:30am
11:00am
6:00pm
Monday
8:00am
Tuesday
8:00am

Wednesday
8:00am

Thursday
£:00am
Friday
8:00am
Saturday
4:00pm
5:00pm
Sunday
8:00am
9-30am
11:0Dam
6:00pm

July 25

Stephen Huggard (Fr. Tom)

July 26 '

Stephen Hugpgard (Fe. Tom)

(Beach Mass) Michel Lucien Laforge
(Fr. Peter)

The People of the Pansh (Fr. Tom)
Noel Cioling (Fr. Peter)

Poor Souls in Purgatory (Fr. Joze)
July 27

Edward Dean

July 28

Intentions of Deacon Joseph F. Byvme
(25™ Anniversary of Ordination)

July 29

(Guild Mass) Intentions of Matt Stevens
& Famly; Bill Rowe

July 30

John Muller, Sr.

July 31

Barbara Martino

August 1

Confessions

James Farrelly (Fr. Tom)

August 2

Michael Betyemann (Fr. Peter)

Diave Francescam (Fr. Tom)

Mary Huiley Kennedy (Fr. Tom)
The People of the Pansh (Fr Josz)

This weekend oor second collection 15 for the
MAINTENANCE of'all Parish Buildings. Thank

you for your continued generosity!

Sheila O Brien

The 2026 Catholic Ministries Appeal
The 2026 Catholie Minstries Appeal 1= happening in our parish
and tn parishes acrosz the Dioceze. Please oive prayerful
constderation to help fund the ezsential ministries and services

supported by thiz appeal

Goal $ 6320500
Total Pledged $22.125.00
Payments Received $ 1845200
Donors: 62 %2 of Goal: 33.93%

The parish will receive 20% of the goal cnce all pladged
pavments are recetved. The panszh will recetve an addbional
0% of montes pledged & received over goal
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SUREMINDER, &

Registration forms for the 2026-2027 Religious Ed
school year are due by August 3"
Please remember that late fees will be assessed

after 8/3/26.

~
w

Need Another Form?
Please stop into the Parish Center to pick one up. You can also download and
print one from our website iccwhb.org (under the Religious Ed pulldown menu)

Know of a child entering first grade?
If you do, it's time for them to enter their two-year process of preparing to
receive First Holy Communion. Please contact the religious education office.

Volunteers are still NEEDED
Catechists, Assistants & Hall Monitors are needed
for various levels. Please pray to see if God may be
calling you to this rewarding ministry Contact us
1 \with questions.
= Immaculate Conception Church
Religlous Education Office

631-288-4188
religioused@icowhb.org




- Immaculate Conception Church

Y2 FOOD
PANTRY

Needs

Thank you to those who donate to our Food Pantry for our neighbors in need. As
you may know, we do not get assistance from the government or any other
organization to stock our shelves. We rely totally on the good graces of our most
generous parishioners. THANK YOU!

Last week. the Westhampton Country Club Ladies & Friends brought in a
large delivery of food for the Food Pantry. Much of the delivery was geared
toward children ... diapers, healthy snacks for children, etc. Thank you for
caring about our neighbors in need, ladies!

Food can be brought & left at Church, Rectory Porch and at the Parish Center -
THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER! We also accept Supermarket Gift Cards to
help with perishable items that we cannot stock: milk, bread. butter, etc. Please
bring them to the Parish Center or mail them to our P.O. Box.

Many of you have vegetable gardens ... we will gladly accept ANY vegetables
from your garden. however, because we only offer the Food Pantry every 2 weeks.
this will have to be scheduled. Please contact the Parish Office to donate fresh

veggiles.

Peanut Butter & Jelly Q-tips

Mac & Cheese (boxed & single serving) Toothpaste & Toothbrushes
Shelf Milk Children’s Bubble Bath
Canned Fruit Deodorant (men & women)
Kids Snacks Pads/Tampons/Poise
Juice Boxes Coffee
Children’s Cereal Cooking Oil
Shampoo & Conditioner Vinegar
Soap Condiments: Ketchup. Mustard. Mayo,

Size 6 Diapers BBQ Sauce, Hot Sauce, etc.

Baby Wipes



Religious Education Office Hours are:
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
Oam to Spm
631-288-4188

NAVY: Ethan Bentley. Julia Blake,
Michazsl J. Dhi.eo. William Robesch. BT Rugsiero,
Matthew Worden, & Cameron Worden
MARINES: Chrstopher Fencel
ATIR FORCE: Jos=ph Ferraro III
USSF: Thomas Hellman

Plesss confart the Raciors @ £31-288-1413
to 3dd = bved one o the militars-hat

Tuesdays at 2pm 1in the Parish Center
Try this spintual practice, 1t will surprise you!

Our search for the strength that comes only from God
leads us each week to this sacred altar. With hearts
full of gratiiude, we offer this praver of thanksgiving.

Camaron Corr * Declan DePietro * Jeffrey Davis *
Milhie Ferrin * Eve McNeil * Nancy Ruffell *

Pleasze call the Parish Office (631-288-1423)
1o add deletz 8 name to the zick list. Thiz list will be cleared occazionally.

The SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn this week in loving memory of
Mairead O’Sullivan

Available Dates:
Sanctuary Lamp: Agzust 3,10, 17, 2431
Bread & Wine: Avgust 3, 10, 17,24_31
Altar Flowers: August 2. 16, 23,30

Pleaze comtact the Parizh Office for more information.

Sunday: Seventeenth Sundayv in Ordmary Time
Wednesday: Ss. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus
Thursday: 5t Peter Chrysologus

Friday: 5t. Ignatius of Loyola

Saturday: S5t Alphonsus Liguon

Living Stewardship
When we put ourselves at the service of
God. we are like the merchant who sold all
he had for the pearl of great price. We are
showing, with our actions, that heaven 1s
50 IMPOTIant to us.

Slerin ards-hjp

A Wyl i

Bulletin Reflection
In today’ s Gospel. Jesus continues teaching us about
the Kingdom of Heaven.

Each Sunday when we come together to worship
God. we are nour-1shed first by God’s word in the
readinos. psalm, and Gospel and then by Chnist’s own
body n the Eucharnist We may take both for granted,
because esach 15 available to us every Sunday, but
these are gifis that are meant to be treasured. In
today's Gospel, Jesus compares the kingdom of
heaven to a great treasure buned 1n a field, bought by
a person lucky enough to have found it. But we have
our treasure right here and nght now, given to us by a
God of mfinite generosity. May we be blessed with
the wizdom to see the treasures we have mn the Word
and Eucharist.

What saerifices am [ willing to make and
what hardships am 1 walling to endure 1n

%3

WM order to gain the kingdom of heaven?

Religion and Rock, the long runming
religious classic rock radio program can be
heard on WBAB 102 3 FM Sundays at
7:00AM or streaming live on WBAB.com.
You can also listen on Sirus’XM The
Catholic Channel 129, Saturdays at 11pm, Sundays at
Tpm. Next Sunday™s theme 1s CONTROL. don't
raiss 1t! To listen online or receive more information
regarding Religion and Rock go to

www. ReligionandRock.com or at "Religion & Reck”
an ITUNES. Religion and Rock 15 also available on
demand on our free app. “CEN"_ Don’t forget to tune
into the Catholic Faith Network, Cablevision 29,
Venzon FIOS 296 or Time Wamner 471 or visit

www.cintv org Thanks for your support!



a WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
at Immaculate Conception Church

presents a

———_ g

I -

J’ 8 ONE-DAY SUMMER BOOK CLUB
BIBLE STUDY -~ August 20° @ 9:30am

Our Lady’s Hall

. *“ ‘L- The Women's Bible Study of Immaculate Conception Church invites you
to participate 1n thayr One-Day Summer Book Club zvent on August 20th in OQur Ladv's Hall We gather at
9-30am for coffee, tea, delicious dessert, fruit and to chat before the event beoins at 10am_ Invite your friends
1o jomn vou - _ . and join us for what promises to be a lively, entertaining and thoughtful discussion. Please
Register at susanvalentino/@vahoo.com

"THEO OF GOLDEN" by Allen Levi

"Theo of Golden by Alien Levi follows Theo. an eniomatic and elderly Fh Golds
gentleman, who arrives m the small Southern town of Golden, neo 1OIUCT
Georgia This bestselling novel tells the story about thas elderly mystenous

stranger who embarks on a mission of anonymous generosity. The book y
explores themes of kindness_human connection. and the transformative :
power of making people feel rulv seen. Theo's actions ripple through the :
community, torning apathy and 1solation into a tight-knit community and L
carmng town. A heartwarming and compassionate story about love and ™y 5
forgrveness"” : }‘ '

Author: Allen Levt is an Amencan writer. singer, songwriter and former
attorney and judge. He s best kmown for this breakout novel, Theo of
Golden, (2023). His other works meclude The last Sweet Mile (2014) a
memor and Oliviat own (2003). a children’s book.

PS: Women's Bible Study will resume starting September!

EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION

7:00pm
The Last Monday of each month
(Monday, July 27"




Last weekend we hosted our first Famly Ministry event with a MOVIE NIGHT! Although we had a
small turnout, we were blessed with a fun evening, a sweet movie, lots of snacks_ t-shirts for evervone and
goody bags to take home. We are very hopeful for our new minmistry and that 1t will continue to grow. Please
look for our next Family Mimstry event in the bulletin soon!

We would like to grve special recognition and thanks to our Pastor, Fr. Tom, for supporting this new
munistry, the Knights of Columbus for helping with set up and the committee who helped make our event
possible: Heather Crayne. Linda Dackow, Linda Geoghan, Luna Pulver, Vita Pulver & Manna Xiloj. Finally,
to the attendees ... thank you for coming out & having fun! We 30 enjoyed being with yvou!
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BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN TO BENEFIT
LiFe CENTER OF LONG ISLAND

REMEMBER TO BRING IN
THOSE BABY BOTTLES!

The Baby Bottle Campaign

has now come to a close.
If you didn’t bring your Bottle back this
weekend, please do so next weekend!

THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING!

The Life Center consults women and men who are experiencing an unexpected pregnancy.
They provide free pregnancy test kits, free sonogram referrals, maternity housing with eligi-
bility reguirements referrals, medical care referrals, material aid, including car seats, cribs,
clothing, diapers, and many other needed baby items.

Remember, all it takes is your change in a baby bottle and a heartfelt prayer to make a BIG,
POSITIVE DIFFERENCE for all those we serve.

(Please make checks payable to the Life Center of L.1.)

M ay every drop of a coin remind you to pray to save a preborn baby from
abortion and give a mother the opportunity to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ!



Immaculate Conception Church
welcomes Lay Franciscan, & Catholic Recording Avtist

AL BARBARINO

- August 1st ~ 2nd,: ]

} 57, , Al will Sing at all weekend Masses

N rand deliven a powevful veflection on:
45 “Reinforcing our Catholic

A\ " Faith through the True

+ Presence of Jesus Christ

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

CHURCH
58O MAIN ST.

Al’s inspirational

| WESTHAMPTON BEACH. NY 11978
' 631-288-1423 music will be
s s available for purchase.



Our Lady -
Queen of Apostles E2

THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL
IN CENTER MORICHES

Called to be a Family of Families

Serving Pre-K to 8th Grade
Set Up A Tour!

Why OLQA?
« Faith-centered community rooted in Catholic values

+ Individualized learning environment & dedicated teachers
« Students grow spiritually, socially, and academically

E!-“E &  Come & See the
] amee  Catholic School Difference

2 5t Johns Place

i B531-878- 3 s "
Il 631-878-1033 S www.olgany.org Center Moriches, NY 11934
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BECOME A FOSTER PARENT!
All expenses paid!

N Y
Join us for an informational session
at Bideawee’'s Westhampton location

July 26th from 10:30 to 11:30am
118 Old Country Road, Westhampton

Light refreshments will be served.

RSVP HERE by 7/20

Visit Bideawee.org/foster for more info!




DO NOT EAT o 0 DRESS PROPERLY
during mass praver & reflection

GENUFLECT

kneel belare

sitLing

NO PHONES
N\

- turn ol

PARTICIPATE

w'il‘l:,; [pray. :.['HT{'II

COMMUNE

UNAITHne

COnscrence

BE STILL

1'r:i|}_\ God's
Prosency f

THINK OF OTHERS

FesSpeCt pew

and queue

LET US WORSHIP GOD

with reverence, devotion. and love.

“I WAS GLAD WHEN THEY SAID TO ME.
LET US GO TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD."

PSALM 122:1



The Ethics of Genetically Modifying Human Embryos

Making Sense
Out of Broethics

Fe Tod Pacholetyh

A recent set of experiments at Columbia University secking genctically to modify human
embryos has rightly generated shock waves.

Led by geneticist Dieter Egli. the research relied on a newer technology for modifying
genes known as “base editing.” In contrast o earfier methods like CRISPR that typically
cut and replace longer stretches of DNA, base editing, as summanzed in news reports,
“allows scientists to replace individual genetic letters more carefully. In simple terms, it
works less like cutting a page out of a book and more like correcting a typo.”

Autempting to make genetic modifications in 3 more efficient manner than had been
previously achieved is precisely the kind of experiment that could and should have been
carried out in animal embryos, not human embryos. The same basic biological
information reported in these studies could readily have been obtained that way.

Moreover, the human embryos produced in these experiments were ofien intentionally
sacrificed to obtain their embryonic stem cells, which were used for additional research.
Creating humans for the purpose of destroying them is invariably unethical and should be
illegal.

The experiments at Columbia University were unethical from the outset: rescarchers
sought out eggs from women for the purpose of fertilizing thosc cggs 1o create embryonic
humans in glassware, so they could then serve as raw materials for research and
experimentation. Researchers also obtained embryos directly from “patients who decided
that their treatment in the fenility center was complete and that the embryos were no
longer needed for the purpose of reproduction.”™ 1o borrow the phrasing included in the
original paper. In other words, parents were asked to hand over their “leftover” tiny
children from fertility clinics $o scientists could carry out experiments on them.

The fact that the Columbia University Human Embryonic and Human Pluripotent Stem
Cell Research Committee as well as the University s Institutional Review Board granted
their approval for these procedures and experiments reminds us of the moral bankruptcy
surrounding so many of these review entities at our renowned universities. Too often
such committees and boards end up rubberstamping offensively unethical experiments if
they can find even the thinnest shred of a rationale or justification for doing so.



This research quintessentially invulmlhuiemnlnﬁmkﬂlmisbommimaumqu
widely accepted in the biosciences: The youngest humans beings, whether abandoned in
fentility clinies or created de nove in petri dishes and test tubes, are treated not as ends,
but as research fodder to help scientists achieve particular investigative goals.

Informed consent is always important when dealing with humans who are very
vulnerable, particularly when they are being used as research subjects. The parents of the
children created in vitro for these experiments could not give valid consent because
ethical consent by definition focuses on improving health. It excludes directly causing
their death or otherwise using them merely as a means 1o an end.

It is impartant to note that the Catholic Church is open, in principle, to gene editing 1o fix
genetic abnormalities, as long as the risks are very low for the embryonic patient and
heritable changes to the DNA of our species are not made. Such repair is simply a form
of direct medical therapy for the afflicted individual. If such therapy on embryos were
techmcally feasible, it should occur in the womb of the mother following a natural
conception. nol through procedures refiant on the immoral practice of IVF. The
experiments reported by the Columbia University researchers were clearly
nontherapeutic, as the plan always involved destroying the embryos.

Human embryos are among the most vulnerable of God's crestures. They constitute &
unigue class of individuals deserving of special prolections, The complex science of
genetic modification at this time still involves enormous risks to the embryo. Those who
encournge such practices suggest that parents should have the right 1o make changes o
their children to help them and future generations. The science, however, including the
unintended effects. remains only dimly undersiood. For example when the tp53 gene was
genetically modified in mice to offer them protection from cancer, it unexpectedly also
contributed to the mice's premature aging.

Catholics need to be concerned about the prospects of genetically modifying future
generations.

In the past, many Catholics se¢m to have missed the boat in recognizing and articulating
the moral unacceptability of creating children in test tubes via IVF, and now participate
in such technologies at rates that don't differ significantly from the general population.

As genetic enhancement of embryenic children becomes more commonplace, it is
important to learn from that failure. Now is the time to remedy the widespread lack of
understanding and serious reflection on the moral and ethical issues nvolved in genetic
modification of human embryos, lest Catholics and others be swayed by the technological
lemptation to do further harm 1o the youngest and most vulnerable human beings.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in newroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and
serves as Sermior Ethicisi at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia See

wyww mebeenier org and www fatherigd com



The Parishioners of Immaculate Conception Church
Thank These Advertisers for
Making This Bulletin Possible

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT
At HOME or AWAY

+GPS + Fall Alert + 247+ 365 Monhoring
Ambulance + Polca + Fie + FamibyFriands

£ MDMedAlert” \
LT [+ :E‘\! .
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