
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
August 30, 2026 

Church of the 
IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION 

P.O. Box 1227 
580 Main Street 

Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
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YouTube:  www.youtube.com/@iccwhb 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

 
Saturday 
5:00pm Vigil Mass 
 
 

Sunday 
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 
6:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
 

 
Daily Mass  
8:00am Monday through Friday  
The Rosary is recited immediately after daily Mass 
 
Holy Days   
Vigil @ 7:00pm (Spanish Mass) 
Day @ 8:00am, 12:00pm, & 7:00pm 
 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
The FIRST FRIDAYS (Novena & silent adoration to 
Sacred Heart) of each month at 8:30am and the LAST 
MONDAYS of each month at 7:00pm in the Church.   
 
 
Confessions 
Every Saturday 4:00pm to 4:45pm 

STAFF 
Rev. Thomas Pers, Pastor 

 
Deacon Joseph Byrne 

Deacon Mark Herrmann 
 

Shawn Pinson, Sacristan 
Renee Stakey, Music Director 

Donna Cosme, Director of Religious Education 
Mary Lou Giacobbe, Asst to Director of Religious Ed 

Linda Geoghan, Parish Secretary 
Victor Nicotra, Maintenance Manager 

 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9:00am to 5:00pm 
CLOSED Friday, Saturday, Sunday, & Holidays 

 
 

Parish Office              631-288-1423 
    Fax 631-288-5498 
         parishoffice@iccwhb.org 
 
Religious Education    631-288-4188 
    Fax 631-288-8215 
           religioused@iccwhb.org 
 
Queen of Apostles, Regional School     631-878-1033 
 
Spanish Apostolate    
Rev. José Luis Tenas    631-914-1538 

 

 
 

 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
Beth Hard & Linda O’Brien 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Michael Berdinka, Tom Day, Lori Francescani, 

Tara Hudson, Verna Merkel,  
& Amabilia Estrada Ruiz 

 
PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
 

Beth Hard, Daily Hill, Christine Lennon,  
Linda O’Brien, Scott O’Brien, Joe Sala,  

& Michael Strebel 



MASSES FOR THE WEEK SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 11-13;  

Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;  

Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday: Col 1:1-8; Ps 52:10-11; Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday: Col 1:9-14; Ps 98:2-6; Lk 5:1-11 
Friday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6;  

Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23] 
Saturday: Col 1:21-23; Ps 54:3-4, 6, 8; Lk 6:1-5 
Sunday: Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 13:8-10;  

Mt 18:15-20 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 
The 2026 Catholic Ministries Appeal 

The 2026 Catholic Ministries Appeal is happening in our parish 
and in parishes across the Diocese.  Please give prayerful 
consideration to help fund the essential ministries and services 
supported by this appeal.   
 

Goal     $ 65,205.00 
Total Pledged    $ 23,375.00 
Payments Received   $ 20,359.00 

 

Donors:   69             % of Goal:  35.85% 

 

The parish will receive 20% of the goal once all pledged 
payments are received.  The parish will receive an additional 

80% of monies pledged & received over goal.   

Saturday August 29 
5:00pm Robert Ansalone (Fr. Tom) 
Sunday August 30 
8:00am Sheila Gargano (Fr. Peter) 
9:30am The People of the Parish (Fr. Tom) 
11:00am Suzie Lodato (Fr. Tom) 
6:00pm Poor Souls in Purgatory (Fr. Jose) 
Monday August 31 
8:00am Henry WaldronStephen Marco 
Tuesday September 1 
8:00am Daniel Pratt 
Wednesday September 2 
8:00am (Guild Mass) Rui Stoffel 
Thursday September 3 
8:00am  Gair Betts 
Friday  September 4 
8:00am Dorothy & Matthew Doyle 
Saturday September 5 
4:00pm Confessions 
5:00pm Gair Gill Betts 
Sunday September 6 
8:00am Anna Louise Bernhart 
9:30am Sheila O’Brien 
11:00am Daniel Pratt  
6:00pm The People of the Parish 

TODAY’S READINGS 
Jeremiah 20:7–9 God’s word has brought me 
derision. 
Psalm 63 “My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my 
God.” 
Romans 12:1–2 “Discern what is the will of God.” 
Matthew 16:21–27 Take up the cross and follow the 
Lord. 
 
From Jeremiah to Peter, we hear today from those 
who are willing to rebuke God. Jeremiah accuses the 
LORD of duping him, of making him an object of 
derision and mockery. Peter demanded that Jesus stop 
talking about being killed in Jerusalem. Each 
expected triumph without cost, accomplishment 
without the accompanying suffering. We may fall 
into the same way of thinking. Let us look to Paul, 
who prays that the Romans be able to discern the will 
of God. Let us pray that we honestly try to do the 
same. 

MARRIAGE BANNS 

I 
Alexa Jill White to Grant Christian Leonard 

Paige Murran Vincent to Michael Strong Riis 
 

II 
Marisa Ann Labib to Nicholas Anthony Bonura 

Jennifer Kiggins to Brendan Copley 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
DATE COLLECTION AMOUNT 

08/16/2026 Weekly Collection $16,997.00 
08/17/2025 Weekly Collection $14,931.00  

08/23/2026 Weekly Collection $11,702.00 
08/24/2025 Weekly Collection $10,105.00  

Thank you for your continuous support!  

MASS ATTENDANCE 
DATE 5pm 8am 9:30am 11am 6pm TOTAL 

08/02/26 176 325 190 306 195 1192 
08/09/26 178 0 260 245 208 891 
08/16/26 176 265 247 300 180 1168 
08/23/26 205 245 190 265 189 1094 

HARD-EARNED LUCK 
I’m a great believer in luck,  

and I find the harder I work, the more I have of it. 
— Thomas Jefferson 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Religious Education Office Hours are: 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday  
9am to 5pm 

631-288-4188 
 

Important Registration 
Reminder  

Please be reminded that Registration forms for returning students were due August 3, 2026. If you have 

not yet turned in your completed form, please do so as soon as possible. If you need a new form, contact 

the Religious Education Office or download one from the parish website. Please note that registration will 

close on September 3, 2026.  
 
Due to limited catechist availability this year, space is limited. Families are encouraged to register early, as classes will close 

when they are full. 
 

Is Your Child Entering First Grade? 
Children entering first grade should begin their two-year preparation for First Holy Communion. Religious Education at 

Immaculate Conception Church begins in first grade and continues through ninth grade. For information or to register an 

incoming first grader, contact the Religious Education Office at 631-288-4188. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Thank you to all who volunteered to teach this year! We are still in need of catechists (especially for Levels 4, 5, & 6), as well 

as substitutes & assistants for all levels. 
 
Our program depends on the generosity of volunteers to share their faith. If you can give some time, please contact the 

Religious Education Office or stop by during office hours for more information. VIRTUS training is required. 
Please pray about this and consider if the Holy Spirit is calling you to help nurture the faith of our young people. 



AIR FORCE: Joseph Ferraro III 
ARMY: Joseph Fish & Kevin Patrick Dillon 

MARINES: Christopher Daleo &  
Christopher Fencel 

NAVY: Ethan Bentley, Julia Blake,  
Michael J. DiLeo, William Robesch, RJ Ruggiero, 

Matthew Worden, & Cameron Worden   
USSF: Thomas Hellman 

 

Please contact the Rectory @ 631-288-1423  
to add a loved one to the military list 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 
Camaron Corr * Declan DePietro * Jeffrey Davis * 

Millie Ferrin * Eve McNeil * Nancy Ruffell *  
 

Please call the Parish Office (631-288-1423)  
to add/delete a name to the sick list.  This list will be cleared occasionally. 

There is a great power in prayer.  It is our lifeline to 
God.  Through it we communicate with God, and 
people are strengthened, helped, and made whole. 

 

Do you know of some concern, or of some person 
with a special need for whom we ought to pray?  We 
have more than 29 prayer warriors praying, please 
call Charles Schmidt at 631-288-4243 and leave a 
message with your prayer request. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Living Stewardship  
This week, think how you could help 
someone to carry their cross. 
 

Bulletin Reflection  
In this life, we will experience pain, suffering and 
sadness- but God calls us to embrace it and keep 
moving forward.  

REFLECTIONS 

Tuesdays at 2pm in the Parish Center 
Try this spiritual practice, it will surprise you! 

MEDITATION with Deacon Joe 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

On this sacred altar, we remember once again the 
saving death and resurrection of the Lord. As we 
continue to follow the Lord to the gates of Jerusalem, 
let us offer this prayer of praise and thanksgiving. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE  
LITURGY OF THE DAY 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenges us as his disciples 
to deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and follow 
him. None of these actions is easy. To put God’s will 
before our own, to willingly accept what will make us 
suffer, and to follow someone who was put to death 
on the cross, is very difficult. But we will not be 
alone, for Jesus is with us as we fol­low him. Also, as 
he tells us in the Beatitudes, our reward will be great 
in heaven. Let us realize his real presence as we 
celebrate and receive the Eucharist. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
When have I been reluctant or unable to resist 
pressure to conform to society’s expectations? 

RELIGION & ROCK 
Religion and Rock, the long running 
religious classic rock radio program can be 
heard on WBAB 102.3 FM Sundays at 
7:00AM or streaming live on WBAB.com. 
You can also listen on Sirius/XM The 

Catholic Channel 129, Saturdays at 11pm, Sundays at 
7pm. Next Sunday’s theme is VOCATIONS, don’t 
miss it! To listen online or receive more information 
regarding Religion and Rock go to 
www.ReligionandRock.com or at “Religion & Rock” 
on ITUNES. Religion and Rock is also available on 
demand on our free app, “CFN”. Don’t forget to tune 
into the Catholic Faith Network, Cablevision 29, 
Verizon FIOS 296 or Time Warner 471 or visit 
www.cfntv.org Thanks for your support!  

The Altar Flowers this weekend  
are in loving memory of 

Jessica Gabriel 
and 

Rev. Di McGann 
 

Available Dates: 
Sanctuary Lamp: September 7, 14, 21, 28 
Bread & Wine: September 7, 14, 21, 28 
Altar Flowers: September 6, 13, 20, 27 

 

Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 

SACRAMENTALS 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday: World Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation 
Thursday: St. Gregory the Great 
Saturday: BVM; St. Teresa of Calcutta 



Are You A Fully Initiated 
Catholic? 

The Parish of the Immaculate Conception welcomes any adult non-
Catholic who would like to find out more about the Catholic Church or 
any Catholic who would like to complete the Sacraments of Initiation 
(Baptism, Communion, & Confirmation.) 
 

RCIA PROGRAM 
at Immaculate Conception 

Church 
 
Start Date: October 
Frequency: Sundays  
Sacraments will be received at Easter Vigil/Pentecost 2027 
 

 
 
 

A $25 Materials Fee is requested at 
time of registration at the Parish 

Office.  A copy of your Birth 
Certificate & any applicable 

Sacramental Certificates are required 
at time of registration.   

 
Please call or visit the Parish Office  

631-288-1423 
with any questions and/or to register. 



PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

FOOD PANTRY  
These are just suggestions …  
we will accept ANY food of 

your choice: 
Peanut butter & jelly, mac & 
cheese, shelf milk, canned fruit, 

kids snacks, juice boxes, cereal, coffee, cooking oil, 
vinegar, condiments (ketchup, mayo, mustard, BBQ 
sauce, hot sauce, etc.), tuna, shampoo & conditioner, 
soap, toothpaste & toothbrushes, deodorant (men & 
women), pads/tampons/Poise, size 6 diapers, & baby 
wipes. 
 
Thank you kind & generous parishioners!!! 

eGIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

FAITH DIRECT/PARISH SOFT NEWS 
Great news—your account has now been upgraded to ParishSOFT Giving! 

 
No action required: Your recurring gifts and payment information were securely transferred at your current 
gifting schedule.  Please note, if you were a weekly giver your gifts will now process each week instead of 
once a month. 
 
Need help? Below are three QR codes to some helpful articles that will help answer some questions! 
 

                    
(Common Questions)       (Creating and Editing Gifts) (Managing My Giving) 
 
Thank you for your continued generosity. Please contact our office or Donor Support at 

donorsupport@parishsoft.com or 866-930-4774 with any questions. 

eGiving makes it easy to give, anytime, anywhere.  To continue lifesaving ministries and 
outreach in our parish community, we depend on generous online donations from our church 
family.  We prayerfully invite you to use eGiving from your computer, smartphone, or tablet 
to set up a recurring donation or make a one-time gift. 

 

 
FAITH DIRECT/PARISH SOFT 

Enrolling with Faith Direct will provide Immaculate Conception with consistent support and simplify your 
giving without the use of envelopes.  Visit: https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY66 

 
Thank you for your continued support! 

REUNION OF THE ST. MICHAEL ACADEMY 
ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION 

The annual Reunion of the St. Michael Academy 
Alumnae Association (NYC) will be held this year at 
12pm on Saturday, September 26th at Connolly’s Pub 
and Restaurant, 121 West 45th Street, New York City.  
It is open to ALL Alumnae but especially honors the 
Golden Anniversary Class of 1976 and the Silver An­
niversary Class of 2001.  ALL SMA Alumnae from 
all years are welcome to attend this special celebra­
tion.  For further information and reservations please 
consult the website at:  https://
www.saintmichaelacademy.com/index.php/Events/
Listing or by email at:  smaaanyc@gmail.com or call:  
516-437-6958.  The cost is $80 for the luncheon before 
August 31, 2026, $90 thereafter.  Cash bar.  

https://membership
https://www.saintmichaelacademy.com/index.php/Events/Listing
https://www.saintmichaelacademy.com/index.php/Events/Listing
https://www.saintmichaelacademy.com/index.php/Events/Listing
mailto:smaaanyc@gmail.com


SECOND COLLECTION 
This weekend, our second collection is for the MAINTENANCE of all Parish buildings.   

 
Next weekend, September 5/6, our second collection will be for: 
 

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA COLLECTION 
Next weekend, the diocese will be taking up the National Collection for The Catholic University of America. 
Catholic University is a national research university with over 5,700 undergraduate and graduate students in 
more than 250 academic programs in the heart of Washington, D.C. By giving to the collection, you are 
supporting both future Catholic leaders, religious and lay, who are being formed by an exceptional, Faith-
inspired education and the University’s various research and training initiatives that support dioceses and 
parishes in responding to the most pressing needs of their faithful. The Catholic Project - an initiative that 
brings together clergy and laity to address the challenges that the Catholic Church faces in the 
U.S. contributing education, formation, research, events, and media, a master’s program in Ecclesial 
Administration and Management, and a credentialing program that prepares recent graduates to serve as 
campus ministers are a few examples how the University is serving the Church and nation. Please give 
generously.  
  

COLECTA PARA LA UNIVERSIDAD CATÓLICA DE AMÉRICA 
El próximo fin de semana, la diócesis tomará la Colecta Nacional para la Universidad Católica de América. 
Catholic University es una universidad nacional de investigación con más de 5.700 estudiantes de pregrado y 
posgrado en más de 250 programas académicos en el corazón de Washington, D.C. Al donar a la colección, 
está apoyando a los futuros líderes católicos, religiosos y laicos, que están siendo formados por una educación 
excepcional inspirada en la fe y las diversas iniciativas de investigación y capacitación de la Universidad que 
apoyan a las diócesis y parroquias para responder a las necesidades más urgentes de sus fieles. The Catholic 
Project - una iniciativa que reúne a clérigos y laicos para abordar los desafíos que enfrenta la Iglesia Católica 
en los EEUU. Contribuyendo con educación, formación, investigación, eventos y medios, un programa de 
maestría en Administración y Gestión Eclesial y un programa de acreditación que prepara a los recién 
graduados para servir como ministros del campus son algunos ejemplos de cómo la Universidad está sirviendo 
a la Iglesia y a la nación. Por favor, da generosamente.  
 

As always, we thank you for your continued generosity! 
May God continue to bless you in your giving! 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A 
LECTOR? 

 
Do you like to read? Volunteer your time and 
talents to join the Lector group! You’ll receive a 
Lector book that gives you a deeper dive into the 
day’s readings as well as pronunciation guides.    
You will be scheduled for the Mass time you 
prefer, and you’ll read on average 2 Masses a 
month, possibly more during holidays and holy 
days. You’ll read the announcements, the readings, 
and the Prayers of the Faithful. 
 
Please contact Beth at 631-495-5931 or 
bethflanagan@optonline.net if you’d like to 
participate in this ministry.     

Liturgical Minister Training is coming back to  
Immaculate Conception Church  

in November, 2026.   
 

Have you thought of becoming a Eucharistic Minister 
or a Lector? 

 
Watch the bulletin for more information 

in the coming weeks …  

RELIGION DEFINED 
I do not know how philosophers may ultimately de­
fine religion; but from Micah to James it has been 

defined as service to one’s fellow human rendered by 
following the great rule of justice and mercy, of wis­

dom and righteousness. 
—Theodore Roosevelt 

mailto:bethflanagan@optonline.net


 
EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION 

8:30am 
in the Church 

the First Friday 
of each month 

 
(Novena & Silent Adoration  

to the Sacred Heart) 
 

Friday, September 4
th 

 

EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION 

7:00pm 
The Last Monday of each month 

Monday, August 31
st
  

Knights of Columbus 
Father Joseph Slomski Council 

#7423 

COLOR GUARD  
CEREMONY 

in honor of those who served  
our country 

at the following Masses 
this Labor Day Weekend 

 
September 5th  

5pm  
September 6th 

9:30am, 11:00am, & 6:00pm 
(NOT at the 8:00am) 

 
ATTENTION MEN AND WOMEN: 

If you would like to have the honor of carrying a flag 

into or out of Mass, if you currently serve or as a 

Veteran for yourself or for a loved one, please see an 

Usher upon your arrival, before Mass begins. 
 

Uniforms are always respected and admired ...   
Please feel free to wear yours! 








